
Development Streamlining Efforts

November 2, 2023

PROJECT OVERVIEW AND SURVEY 

cpulido
Typewritten Text
AGENDA ITEM NO. 6 - PowerPoint Presentation  

cpulido
Typewritten Text

cpulido
Typewritten Text

cpulido
Typewritten Text



3

PROJECT SCOPE 

WHY is it needed? 

PROJECT OVERVIEW AND SURVEY 

To address the housing crisis in the SCAG 
region where there is a shortage in affordable 
housing supply even with availability of 
streamlining and expediting options for 
housing development 

Preparation of user-friendly guidance materials 
and host facilitated workshops to support local 
agencies more easily identify appropriate 
streamlining tools and better understand state 
laws aimed to expedite reviews for housing 
projects 

Local agencies but also can be utilized by 
others such as developers and land use 
professionals 

WHAT is the Project? 

WHO is it for? 
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KICK-OFF AND SURVEY 
• Project kick-off in Fall 2021 

• A survey was circulated to stakeholders in January 2022  

• Questions included general demographic information, familiarity with 
and use of existing CEQA streamlining or exemption tools, and 
knowledge of state laws 

PROJECT OVERVIEW AND SURVEY 



5

SURVEY RESULTS  
• A total of 163 respondents – combination of city planning staff, 

elected officials, community members, consultants, developers, and 
members of non-profit/advocacy groups 

• Respondents generally indicated some familiarity with available 
streamlining tools 

• Over half of the respondents indicated that their respective 
jurisdiction did not have the programs and processes in place to 
implement streamlining tools largely due to lack of staff time or 
understanding 

• Many respondents also indicated that additional support (e.g., 
educational materials) would be significantly helpful in reviewing 
projects  

PROJECT OVERVIEW AND SURVEY 

DEVELOPMENT STREAMLINING MATERIALS 
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MATERIALS 
• Prepared a series of development streamlining guidance materials: 

• 14 total:  8 – CEQA Streamlining, 6 – Administrative Review Processes 

• Included information on different state laws, exemptions, and 
streamlining options, implementable tools (e.g., checklists and 
worksheets), and references to SCAG’s RTP/SCS’s 

• Published on SCAG’s website: https://scag.ca.gov/streamlining

DEVELOPMENT STREAMLINING MATERIALS 
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WEBSITE OVERVIEW 

DEVELOPMENT STREAMLINING MATERIALS 
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ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW 
PROCESSES
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FLOW CHARTS
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WORKSHEETS
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CEQA STREAMLINING
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MATRICES
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RECOGNITION 
• In April 2023, the California State Chapter of the Association of 

Environmental Professionals recognized the Project with the Award of 
Merit for the Environmental Resource Document 
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VIRTUAL WORKSHOPS & OFFICE HOURS  
• Four (4) 90-minute Workshops (Completed)

1.  Current Streamlining Practices: Implementing SB 35 & SB 330
2.  Recent Changes to Density Bonus Law: Legislative Overview
3.  CEQA Streamlining Overview & Exemptions
4. CEQA Streamlining from Prior EIRs

Recordings and materials available on SCAG’s website: 
https://scag.ca.gov/streamlining

• One (1) 90-minute Office Hours (Completed)
• Participants: city planning staff, housing nonprofit organization staff, developer
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CONTENT PREVIEW
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DEVELOPMENT STREAMLINING MATERIALS

CONTENT PREVIEW

• Planners can utilize the SB 35 and SB 330 guidance materials to:
• Learn about the law (when it passed, purpose, Government Code citation, etc.)
• What projects qualify (housing types, objective standards, site requirements, 

parking, labor provision, etc.)
• Description of the streamlined approval process (including a flow chart)
• List of resources (with hyperlinks)
• Use a checklist to see if their project qualifies
• Description of new bills or case law that have modified the law
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DEVELOPMENT STREAMLINING MATERIALS

CONTENT PREVIEW

• PDF Previews:
• SB 35
• SB 330 and SB 8
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Workshop: “Current Streamlining Practices: Implementing 
SB 35 and SB 330”

WORKSHOP EXAMPLE 

• Planners can watch the workshop recordings:
• Provides a summary of each bill
• Additional case law and bills that modify/upgrade SB 35 and SB 330 (not in 

guidance materials)
• Listen to answers to questions asked by planners

• Access to slide materials on the website for all workshops
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UPCOMING EVENT
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SCAG’s Toolbox Tuesday Housing Series Part 2
• November 14, 1-2:30 PM 
• Sign up here: https://www.jotform.com/form/212696988854176 
• For more information, please visit: https://scag.ca.gov/post/toolbox-

tuesday-housing-series-part-2 

 

For more information, please visit:

THANK YOU!

https://scag.ca.gov/streamlining




