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RC Report
Highlights from the Regional Council Meeting

ACTION – FTIP Guidelines APPROVED – The 
Regional Council approved the 2015 Federal Transportation 
Improvement Program (FTIP) Guidelines today. The FTIP 
is a listing of all transportation projects proposed for 
the SCAG region over a six-year period. The approved 
guidelines include updates to the FTIP adoption schedule, 
regional emissions and modeling criteria, codes necessary 
to conduct transportation conformity analysis and language 
clarifications. Without it, important projects such as 
highway improvements, transit, rail and bus facilities, 
high occupancy vehicle lanes, signal synchronization, 
intersection improvements, freeway ramps, etc. could 
not be implemented. In the SCAG region, the FTIP is 
updated every two years on an even-year cycle. For more 
information on the guidelines, visit http://bit.ly/1fMBTPD. 

ACTION – RTP/SCS subregional delegation 
principles approved – The Regional Council 
approved updated framework and guidelines today for 
SCAG subregions that choose to prepare and submit their 
own Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS). While the 
SCAG Regional Council is required to adopt an SCS that 
meets state-adopted greenhouse has emissions targets, 
SCAG’s 15 subregions, under SB 375 law, have the option 
to work with County Transportation Commissions to 
submit their own subregional SCS, known as subregional 
delegation. The updated framework and guidelines 
approved today outline principles for that process. See the 
principles at http://bit.ly/1howlX5. 

INFORMATION – ab 32 scoping plan – SCAG 
Executive Director Hasan Ikhrata presented the California 
Air Resources Board (ARB) Update to the AB 32 Scoping 
Plan today. The draft plan, released for public discussion 
on Oct. 1, describes efforts to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to 1990 levels by 2020 and meet the state’s 
long-term goals to combat climate change. The discussion 
draft includes an analysis of progress to date, finding 
that California is on track to meet the AB 32 2020 goal 
of greenhouse gas reductions. It also includes actions to 
continue greenhouse gas reductions in six key focus areas: 
energy; transportation, land use, fuels and infrastructure; 
water; agriculture; natural and working lands; and waste. 
A recommendation for the transportation and land use 
sector is to “support regional planning, local leadership, 
and implementation of adopted SCS’s to help ensure that 
the expected GHG reductions are achieved.” Future steps 
include a public workshop on Oct. 15 in Sacramento (which 
will be webcast) and a meeting of ARB at the end of 
October to provide further direction to staff on revisions to 
the discussion draft. The draft will be revised and presented 
to ARB at its December meeting. ARB will consider approval 
of the update in spring of 2014. View the discussion draft 
Scoping Plan Update at: http://bit.ly/15LrGPc. Comments 
on the discussion draft Scoping Plan Update can be sent to 
ARB at: http://bit.ly/18VEhvY. 

From the Executive Director
Additional News for the Month

Sustainability program call-for-
proposals - The 2013 Sustainability Program 
consolidated Call-for-Proposals was released on April 4 to 
cities and counties, with an application deadline of May 
31. The new Sustainability Program builds on the success 
of the Compass Blueprint effort to provide services for 
communities and partners with two new components: 
Active Transportation and the Green Region Initiative. 
SCAG received a total of 76 proposals, with total funding 
requests slightly exceeding $10 million. On September 12, 
the Regional Council approved staff’s recommendations to 
fund all eligible 73 project applications. Notification letters 
were sent to all Mayors and City Managers on behalf of the 
Regional Council. Staff is proceeding immediately with the 
contract process related to the approved 17 grants in  
Phase 1. 

2016-2040 RTP/SCS INPUT - A critical component 
to the success of the 2016-2040 RTP/SCS Plan update 
will be the participation and cooperation of all 197 local 
government partners within the SCAG region. To this end, 
we will ensure that all local governments are fully informed 
of the planning process and have clear and adequate 
opportunities to provide local input. Beginning this month 
SCAG will be distributing a letter to local city managers and 
executive directors that will explain the process, schedule 
and protocol for providing input to SCAG. We look forward 
to working together to ensure the success of the 2016-
2040 RTP/SCS Plan update.

INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION – SCAG’s 
growing international reputation as a regional planning 
leader was evidenced in recent weeks. On September 19, 
staff and I met with two Saudi Arabia officials from the 
Ministry of Commerce & Industry: His Excellency Walid 
Abu Khalid, Deputy Minister for Industrial Affairs and Dr. 
Fahad A. Abuhimed, Deputy Minister for Laws & Regulation 
Affairs. During their visit with SCAG, they discussed SCAG’s 
governance structure, regional planning efforts, Southern 
California’s economy, diversified economy base and industry 
clusters, competitiveness, workforce development, and 
data/modeling for regional planning and policy analysis. 

On September 23, as part of the follow up on the 
joint MOU between SCAG and the Institute of Policy 
Management (IPM) of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Dr. 
Lele Zhou visited SCAG and gave a presentation on “Policy 
Insight of China: Energy Management and low carbon 
development.” The presentation included information 
on the primary issues facing China today as well as the 
current stage of China’s economy and energy; green and 
low carbon development policies; and local low carbon 
development policy.
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OCTOBER
16th	 2013 SCAG/Orange County Jobs & Labor Summit
20th	 Rail~Volution
29th	 Mobility21 12th Annual Southern California 

Transportation Summit

november
7th	 Regional Council & Policy Committee Meetings
19th	 Legislative/Communications & Membership 

Committee Meeting
28th	 SCAG offices closed - Thanksgiving holiday
29th	 SCAG offices closed - Thanksgiving Friday
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