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How Los Angeles County became home to the
biggest AAPI communities in the country




Los Angeles County is home to more Asian Americans than any other county in the
United States. California is home to roughly 6 million Asians and Pacific Islanders,
the most in the country, with the seven Southern California counties accounting for
half of the state’s AAPI population. And Asian Americans are the fastest growing
population in the nation. To understand the Asian and Pacific Islander diaspora in
Southern California, the Los Angeles Times analyzed 40 years of data from the

Census Bureau.



For decades, census forms treated Asians as a monolith and did not include
categories for each race group. Coming from dozens of communities, most of them
associated with the largest continent in the world, nearly a million Asians and Pacific

Islanders in Los Angeles County in 1980 were recorded only as “Other.” More than a

quarter of the Native Hawailan and Pacific Islander population in Los Angeles still
report belonging to a group not listed on the latest census forms. The allocation of
federal resources and funding depends on a complete enumeration of AAPI
communities. There are more than 25 Asian countries and five countries in the

Pacific Islander community acknowledged by federal statistics.



Asians in L.A. County have outpaced overall population growth
Change in Asian population from 1980 to 2022

— All Asians in L.A. County -- All of L.A.*
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*Total population growth including all races in the county

Times analysis of U.S. Census data. See methodology for details.
LOS ANGELES TIMES



Of the 10 Los Angeles County neighborhoods with the highest Asian populations in
1980, two were in the San Gabriel Valley (Alhambra and Monterey Park). By 2022,
the number of San Gabriel Valley places in the top-ranking Asian neighborhoods had
tripled.

San Gabriel Valley: L.A.’s first
Asian American suburb

Share of overall Asian population
Chinese Filipino Vietnamese

Excluding Taiwanese
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Sawtelle was once a hub of the Japanese community

Japanese population from 1980 to 2022
1980 2022
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The highest number of South Asian
people live in the South Bay, in
Torrance. It’s also home to the most

East Asian people in the county.

In the South Bay, Asian communities
are concentrated in Torrance,
Gardena, Rancho Palos Verdes and
Redondo Beach. Torrance alone is
home to more than 15,000 Japanese
and 11,000 Koreans. More than
13,000 Indian people live in the area,
mostly in Torrance and Redondo
Beach. Indians make up the majority

of the South Asian population in Los

Torrance’s East Asian population
tripled since 1980

East Asian

1980 2000 2022

LOS ANGELES TIMES

Angeles overall, followed by Pakistani, Bangladeshi and Sri Lankan people.

The San Fernando Valley is home to a quarter of the South Asian population with

about 125 people per square mile. Beyond Los Angeles County, San Diego is home to

more than 34,000 Indians and Irvine is home to more than 22,000.
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Neighborhood Change in Los Angeles
Communities of Color, 2010 to 2020 census

David Flores Moctezuma
Ph.D. Candidate, USC Population Dynamics Research Group

Drawing on analysis by Dr. Hyojung Lee, Seoul National University,

In a four-part study for the Center for California Real Estate, Who Gets to
Call California Home? Authors Dowell Myers, PIl, Hyojung Lee,
Seongmoon Cho, and David Flores Moctezuma



Research Questions

1. How have slowly growing communities of color in the
Los Angeles area shifted their neighborhood
concentrations between the censuses of 2010 and

20207

2. What other groups have been the most frequent
replacements when existing communities decrease
their concentrations in a neighborhood?

USCPrice



Demographic Shifts
In the Los Angeles
MSA
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USC PopDynamics

Los Angeles Metropolitan Statistical Area

A The largest metro area in California affords the best venue for
witnessing how neighborhood demographics change over time

A The Los Angeles MSA is slowly growing, a total population gain of
2.9% over the decade, none of its ethnoracial groups are changing
rapidly

A Local changes we identify result, not from large increases of any
particular groups in the region but from a re-sorting of the existing
number of residents as they adjust their housing needs

A All of the groups occupy significant positions in the urban area, often
overlapping with one another in particular neighborhoods

USCPrice



Demographic Shifts in the Los Angeles Area

White Non-Hispanic 4,418 4,057 3,762 -295
African American 944 859 810 -49
Asian and Pacific 1,540 1,889 2,202 313
Islanders

Hispanic or Latino 5,118 5,701 5,892 191
Other 345 323 536 213
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Popul ati ony sy 2000 2010 2020 2010-2020

White Non-Hispanic 35.7% 31.6% 28.5% -3.1
African American 7.6% 6.7% 6.1% -0.6
Asian and Pacific 12.5% 14.7% 16.7% 2.0
Islanders
Hispanic or Latino 41.4% 44.4% 44.6% 0.2
Other 2.8% 2.5% 4.1% 1.6
Population Share (%) USC Price

USC PopDynamics



Demographic Shifts within <15 miles of the City

< 15-Mile from 2000 2010 2020 2010-2020
City Hall
White Non- 1,459 1,403 1,402
Hispanic
African American 692 599 538
Asian and Pacific 673 778 837
Islanders
Hispanic or Latino 2,868 3,007 2,989
Other 159 132 221
Popul ati on [CINEEEL i ]
White Non- 24.9% 23.7%
Hispanic
African American 11.8% 10.1%
Asian and Pacific 11.5% 13.1%
Islanders
Hispanic or Latino 49.0% 50.8%
Other 2.7% 2.2% 3.7% 15

USCPrice

USC PopDynamics Population Share (%)



USC PopDynamics

Racial/Ethnic Concentration in Clusters of

Census Tracts

1. Predominant Neighborhoods = Where a group
has a plurality or majority

2. Second-tier Neighborhoods = Above average
prevalence

3. Below-average Neighborhoods = Low
prevalence

USCPrice



Neighborhood Change In
African American

Communities
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African American Communities in the Los Angeles Area in 2010
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Predominant: Black is the most prevalent racial/ethnic group
Second-tier: Not predominant, but %Black > MSA Avg.
Below-Average: %Black < MSA Average
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Communities with Substantial Population Share
Decline in the Los Angeles MSA in 2010-2020
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Who are the top gainers?

2. What other groups have been the most
frequent replacements when existing
communities decrease their concentrations in
a neighborhood?

Who moved In?

USCPrice



Which Groups Gained Where African Americans
Declined?
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No Major Change in %Black: Predominant
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Neighborhood Change In
Hispanic/Latino

Communities

USCPrice



Hispanic/Latino Communities in the Los

Angeles Area in 2010
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Hispanic/Latino Communities with Substantial Population Share Decline
In the Los Angeles MSA in 2010-2020
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Who are the top gainers?

2. What other groups have been the most
frequent replacements when existing
communities decrease their concentrations in
a neighborhood?

Who moved In?

USCPrice
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Which Groups Gained Where Hispanic/Latinos
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Summary

1. The metro area is slowly growing, a total population gain of 2.9%
over the decade, and none of its race/ethnic groups are
changing rapidly.

2. Local area changes are not from large increases of any particular
group but from re-sorting of the existing number of residents
as people seek to adjust their housing.

3. Hispanic/Latino population is the largest group in the MSA
(44.6%).

4. All of the groups often overlap with one another in particular
neighborhoods.

5. Communities of color are not sharply bounded in space. They
continue to spread over time.

USC PopDynamics USCPrice



Thank you

USC Price

Sol Price School of Public Policy
For latest research

on housing and
demogr aphics hitps:dses.usc.edu/popdynamics/housing/

David Flores Moctezuma
rosasflo@usc.edu
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re-mapping race and ethnici it SRS A i e
In LA county
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Annette M. Kim
Associate Professor at USC
Price School of Public PolicyRoskiSchool of Art and Design



we mostly have been mapping
race
and
residentialpatterns
asexclusivaerritories



2010 Census Block Data
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Mapping Segregation

New government rules will require all cities and towns receiving federal housing funds to assess patterns of segregation.
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