
Planning for Main Streets

Transforming Highway Corridors into Safer, 
More Vibrant Main Streets 
PROJECT OVERVIEW 
Many Southern California communities rely on state highways as their main streets. These roads often prioritize 
through-traffic at the expense of local vitality. The “Planning for Main Streets” study reimagines state highway 
corridors to function as community main streets. The project will develop community-driven recommendations 
that improve safety, accessibility, and livability across four distinct corridors in Southern California. 

WHAT STREETS ARE BEING STUDIED? 
•	 State Route 1 (Pacific Coast Highway) – Lomita to 

Long Beach  
A major freight and commuter corridor serving Lomita, 
Los Angeles (Harbor City and Wilmington), and Long 
Beach. High traffic volumes from nearby ports and 
freeways create safety and congestion challenges 
for residents, businesses, and transit riders. 

•	 State Route 18 (Waterman Avenue) – San Bernardino  
This corridor extends from Arrowhead Road to 30th 
Street and is a gateway to recreation destinations like 
Lake Arrowhead and the San Bernardino National 
Forest. The corridor connects homes, schools, and 
businesses, but faces daily traffic pressures. 

•	 State Route 86 (Main Street/1st Street/Brawley 
Avenue) – Brawley  
Running  from Las Flores Drive to Legion Road 
through Brawley’s downtown core, this corridor 
is a vital gateway to the city center for residents, 
regional travelers, and local transit routes. 

•	 State Route 39 (Beach Boulevard) – Stanton to 
Westminster  
This heavily traveled corridor is lined with retail centers, 
office parks, and intersects with SR-22. Multiple 
Orange County Transportation Authority bus routes 
travel on this key north-south travel corridor.



WHAT DOES THE PROJECT ENTAIL? 
1.	 Understanding the Corridors 

•	 Assess traffic patterns, crash history, bike/pedestrian 
facilities, transit service, and environmental conditions. 

•	 Review planning documents to align 
with local and state goals.

2.	 Community Engagement 

•	 Walk audits, surveys, workshops, and pop-
up events to gather local perspectives. 

•	 Advisory committees (technical and 
community-based) to guide the process. 

3.	 Design & Evaluation 

•	 Develop draft design concepts for each corridor 
that prioritize safety, accessibility, and equity. 

•	 Evaluate concepts using performance measures for 
mobility, safety, sustainability, and community benefit. 

4.	 Final Recommendations 

•	 Prepare refined, grant-ready design concepts, 
cost estimates, and implementation strategies. 

•	 Deliver fact sheets, reports, and presentations 
to local communities and SCAG committees. 

Project Timeline

Robust community engagement occurs throughout, including community 
workshop, advisory meetings, pop-up events, surveys, walk-audits, and more!
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LEARN MORE
Visit the project webpage at scag.ca.gov/main-streets.

http://scag.ca.gov/main-streets

