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• Final Plan Policies: last updates to Regional Planning Policies and Implementation Strategies given
feedback from public comment period of the draft plan.

In addition to the above responsibilities, the Subcommittee will also engage in discussions regarding the 
plan Performance Measures and updates on public outreach to inform the policy considerations. The 
Connect SoCal 2050 Subcommittee will convene between August 2026 and early 2028 and shall be 
dissolved when Connect SoCal 2050 is adopted by the Regional Council in spring 2028.
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REPORT

makeup. Imperial County received additional targeted fielding to increase its sample to n = 71 (margin 
of error ±11.6% at 95% confidence), enabling county-level analysis.

County n % of Sample

Los Angeles 1,782 56.5%

Orange 463 14.7%

Riverside 384 12.2%

San Bernardino 340 10.8%

Ventura 114 3.6%

Imperial 71* 2.3%

Findings
The attached presentation highlights several key findings from the Connect SoCal 2050 survey.  These 
include: 

• Affordable housing is the top regional concern across all six counties and is widely viewed as
having worsened over the past decade: Affordable housing emerged as the defining regional
issue, ranking as the top concern across all six counties and far outpacing job opportunities,
traffic delays and other regional challenges. Residents also expressed widespread concern
that housing affordability has worsened over the past decade, with this sentiment especially
strong in Orange, San Bernardino and Ventura counties. The survey also found strong priority
for practical housing strategies, including building housing near transit, providing more
funding for housing development, redeveloping underutilized properties, and improving
renter protections.

• Residents prioritize maintaining and repairing existing roads, improving bus and train stops,
and increasing transit services over building new infrastructure: Across transportation
priorities, respondents favored maintaining and repairing existing roads, improving bus and
train stops, and increasing transit services over building new transportation infrastructure or
expanding shared mobility options.

• Targeted freight and truck infrastructure emerged as the leading economic strategy,
reinforcing the importance of goods movement to the regional economy.

• Transportation problems have direct quality-of-life impacts, including skipped trips,
difficulty leaving home, and strained personal or professional relationships.
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REPORT

The attached summary provides additional insights on county-by-county analysis and the survey 
questions are attached to provide full context to the results.

NEXT STEPS
The survey findings will be used to inform continued policy refinement as part of the Connect SoCal 
2050 development alongside data collection efforts like the Local Data Exchange1 process and 
baseline conditions analysis like the 2026 State of the Region Report2. SCAG will also further explore 
the findings through a qualitative process as part of the Connect SoCal 2050 public outreach feedback 
gathering process.

FISCAL IMPACT:
None.

ATTACHMENT(S):
1. PowerPoint Presentation – SCAG Regional Survey
2. SCAG 2026 Regional Survey Questions
3. SCAG 2026 Regional Survey Results Summary

1 https://scag.ca.gov/local-data-exchange
2 https://scag.ca.gov/news/scag-releases-2026-state-region-report
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Methodology and Sample Profile

• 3,154 total respondents

• Online panel + supplemental in-person recruitment by research firm Sensis

• Fielded April 20 – June 22, 2026

• Conducted in five languages: English, Spanish, Chinese, Korean, and Vietnamese

• Sample closely mirrors the 2020 Census distribution by county

4SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

Sample Distribution by County
Survey sample closely mirrors the SCAG region's population distribution across all six counties

Census source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2020 Decennial Census.

Total Completes

n = 3,153
Fielded Apr 20 – June 22, 2026

Imperial County

n = 70 (2.2% of sample). 
Additional fielding was 
conducted to bring Imperial to a 
viable sample size for county-
level analysis.

Total Completes
n = 3,154
Fielded Apr 20 –
June 22, 2026

Imperial County
n = 71 (2.3% of sample). 
Additional fielding was 
conducted to bring 
Imperial to a viable 
sample size for county-
level analysis.

2020 Census % Survey Sample %
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Survey Questions Overview

Issues facing Southern California

Perceptions of trends over the past 10 years

Regional goals

Priority of strategies related to Connect SoCal pillars: Mobility, Communities,

Economy, and Environment

Transportation usage & problems

Demographics

6SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

Issues: Housing Affordability Highest Across Region
Residents were asked to identify the two most important issues facing people in Southern California right now

* Multi-select: respondents chose up to 2 items. Bars do not sum to 100%.
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Perceptions

Area % Better % Same % Worse

Housing affordability 19.2% 13.7% 61.6%

Job opportunities 25.7% 24.0% 44.3%

Health of the environment 27.3% 27.0% 40.2%

Getting around / transportation 30.4% 25.2% 40.0%

Residents were asked whether each has gotten better or worse over the past 10 years (since 2016)
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Regional Goals for 2050
Residents were asked consider the following goals for the Southern California region by the year 2050 and identify two most 
important and two least important

* Multi-select: respondents chose top 2 and bottom 2 from 5 options.

p p

50.0%

42.9%

38.6%

36.6%

31.9%

39.4%

35.8%

38.1%

35.1%

51.6%

Create walkable communities

Maintain/repair existing transportation

Improve air quality & reduce pollutants

Support productive & inclusive economy

Build new transportation infrastructure

% Least Important % Most Important
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* Multi-select: respondents chose top 2 and bottom 2 from options. Bars do not sum to 100%

Mobility Strategies Priority: Existing Infrastructure & Services
Residents were asked to consider transportation improvements and identify two most important and two least importantp p fy p p

30%

12%

16%

7%

9%

19%

56%

11%

43%

12.4%

23.0%

22.1%

32.6%

34.6%

22.1%

9.0%

31.9%

12.3%

% Least Important % Most Important
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Housing & Communities Strategies Priority: Funding & Transit Access

Residents were asked to consider housing and community strategies and identify two most important and two least important

* Multi-select: respondents chose top 2 and bottom 2 from options. Bars do not sum to 100%

% Least Important % Most Important
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% Least Important % Most Important

Environment Strategies Priority: Conservation
Residents were asked to consider environmental strategies and identify two most important and two least important

* Multi-select: respondents chose top 2 and bottom 2 from options. Bars do not sum to 100%

12SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

65.5%

52.6%

41.1%

40.9%

40.3%

49.5%

53.6%

56.6%

Targeted freight/truck infrastructure

Transit/mobility subsidies

Automate truck/goods movement

Broadband expansion in underserved areas

% Least Important % Most Important

Economy Strategies Priority: Targeted Freight Infrastructure
Residents were asked to consider economic strategies and identify two most important and two least important

* Multi-select: respondents chose top 2 and bottom 2 from options. Bars do not sum to 100%
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Transportation Problems Impact Quality of Life

Often Sometimes

52.8%
Skipped going somewhere 
due to transport problem

45.9%
Unable to leave home when 
wanted

33.7%
Relationships affected by 
transport problems

Residents were asked "In the past month, how often have transportation problems affected you in the following ways?"

14SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

Next Steps

Staff will be using survey findings in various ways:

• Continued policy refinement

• Inform further qualitative feedback gathering in public outreach early next year
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