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AGENDA ITEM 2

Southern California Association of Governments

NO. 684

October 1, 2026

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

REGIONAL COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2026

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE A SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE REGIONAL COUNCIL. A

VIDEO RECORDING OF THE ACTUAL MEETING
http://scag.igm2.com/Citizens/

IS AVAILABLE ON THE SCAG WEBSITE AT:

The Regional Council (RC) of the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) held its
regular meeting both in person and virtually (telephonically and electronically). A quorum was
present.
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Kome Ajise, Executive Director
Darin Chidsey, Chief Operating Officer
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Javiera Cartagena, Chief Government and Public Affairs Officer
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Carmen Flores, Chief Human Resources Officer
Jonathan Holt, Chief Information Officer
leffery Elder, Chief Counsel
Ruben Duran, Board Counsel

Maggie Aguilar, Clerk of the Board

Cecilia Pulido, Deputy Clerk of the Board
Jonna Hart, Senior Administrative Assistant

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

President Ray Marquez called the meeting to order at 11:47 a.m. and asked the Clerk of the Board to
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lead the pledge of allegiance.

Ruben Duran, Board Counsel, noted that Mayor Frank Navarro, RC District 6, would be participating
through an accommodation under the Americans with Disabilities Act. He also announced the
following members would be participating under the Just Cause provisions under the Brown Act:

Remote Participation

Linda Krupa: A physical or family medical emergency
Marsha McLean: A childcare or caregiving need

Tim Sandoval: A contagious illness

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

President Marquez opened the Public Comment Period for persons to comment on any matter
pertinent to SCAG’s jurisdiction that were not listed on the agenda.

The Clerk of the Board acknowledged there were no public comments for agendas items not listed
on the agenda. The Clerk of the Board also noted that they had received one public comment speaker
card for Consent Calendar Items No. 7 and 8.

Lionel Mares thanked the agency for providing a hybrid meeting format and expressed appreciation
for transportation-related reporting and public outreach efforts. The speaker encouraged continued
collaboration with local governmental bodies and neighborhood councils to enhance public
engagement and community outreach and expressed appreciation for the Board’s work and time.

Seeing no public comment speakers for items not listed on the agenda, President Marquez closed the
Public Comment Period.

REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS

There was no prioritization of agenda items.

CHAIR’S REPORT

Rocky Rhodes, Community, Economic, and Human Development Committee (CEHD) Chair, reported
that the CEHD Committee approved two action items and received two separate informational items.
He noted that the committee approved the 7t Cycle RHNA Subcommittee Charter, which serves as
the framework to guide the Subcommittee’s purpose, responsibilities, membership structure, and
decision-making processes. He indicated tat the charter would be considered for approval by this
body at this meeting. Next, he reported that the CEHD Committee approved the Connect SoCal 2050:
Policy Development Framework, which establishes the roadmap for updating key policy elements in
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Connect SoCal 2050. For the informational items, he shared that they received a report from staff on
SCAG’s response to an Orange County Grand Jury Report concerning State housing mandates and the
RHNA Process and also heard a progress update on Connect Socal 2050’s Local Data Exchange
Process, which is the formal engagement process for the region's cities and counties to provide
technical input and data for Connect SoCal 2050.

There were no comments on the CEHD Chair report.

Rick Denison, Energy and Environment Committee (EEC) Chair, reported the EEC meeting featured
three action items and one information item. He noted that first up was a recommendation to the RC
to adopt Addendum 2 to the Connect SoCal 2024 PEIR, the second action item was a recommendation
to RC to approve the transportation conformity determinations of the proposed final 2027 FTIP and
the proposed final Connect SoCal 2024 Amendment 2, and the final action item was a
recommendation for the RC to adopt the Connect SoCal 2050 Policy Development Framework. He
indicated that all three were approved by the Committee. Lastly, he reported that they also received
an overview of SCAG’s upcoming Regional Wildlife Connectivity Study, which was one of the
initiatives included in SCAG’s Resilience Action Resolution that was adopted in June of 2025. He noted
that SCAG received a $700,000 Caltrans Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant and would launch
the study in Spring of 2027.

There were no comments on the EEC Chair report.

Mike T. Judge, Transportation Committee (TC) Chair, reported that the Transportation Committee
took action to forward two items to the Regional Council for approval: 1) the previously approved
draft 2027 FTIP and Connect Socal 2024 Amendment No. 2 which was brought to the committee for
a final approval after being made available for public review last month; and 2) the Connect SoCal
2050: Policy Development Framework, which was also reviewed and forwarded to the Regional
Council for approval. He explained that this framework was critical to the ongoing development of
the region’s transportation plan ensuring a sound analysis and structure to moving Connect SoCal to
completion in 2028. He also noted that the Committee received two informational items. He shared
the committee heard about 12 planned “Quick-Build” projects to be deployed throughout the SCAG
region as part of the Quick-Build Transportation Safety Projects Program. He explained these projects
would temporarily improve safety on the region’s transportation system and enhance connections to
transit and key destinations in an effort to highlight potential future improvement. Lastly, he
indicated they received an update on SCAG’s ongoing “Planning for Main Streets” Program, which
was a program funded through a Caltrans Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant and looks to
highlight state facilities which function as “main streets” given their multimodal travel patterns and
community destinations. He noted that the project will identify gaps and needs in collaboration with
local jurisdictions, community organizations, Caltrans, and the Public in an effort to create
opportunities along collocated state routes.
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There were no comments on the TC Chair report.

CONSENT CALENDAR

President Marquez stated that for the record, prior to acting on Connect SoCal Amendment 2 and the
associated conformity determinations, the Regional Council had reviewed and considered the
environmental information contained in Addendum No. 2. He noted that for administrative
efficiency, these items were being acted upon through a single roll-call vote on the Consent Calendar.

Eli Lipmen, representing Move LA and Move California, expressed support for the FTIP and
commended staff for their work in developing the program. The speaker encouraged increased
investment in multimodal transportation projects that serve all users, advocated for reducing
roadway-only capacity projects, and voiced support for SB 1087 as a means to streamline and
strengthen the regional planning process.

Regional Council Member Mike Goodsell, ICTC, stated he would like Item No. 10 to be pulled for
discussion.

President Marquez asked the Clerk of the Board for guidance on how to move forward.
The Clerk of the Board clarified that the Regional Council could proceed to take a vote on Consent

Calendar Items 1 through 9, 11 and 12, accept Receive and File Items 13 through 17, and could choose
to discuss the item [Item No. 10] after.

Approval Iltems

1. Minutes of the Meeting — July 2, 2026

2. Contracts $500,000 or Greater: 26-040-C01, Clean and Resilient Utility Infrastructure Study
3. Contracts $500,000 or Greater: 26-062-C01, Regional Safety Action Plan

4. Contracts $500,000 or Greater: 27-002-C01, PEIR for Connect SoCal 2050

5. Contracts $500,000 or Greater: 27-014-C01, Microsoft Enterprise Agreement

6. Recommendation to Adopt Addendum 2 to the Connect SoCal 2024 Final Program Environmental
Impact Report (State Clearinghouse No.: 2022100337)

7. Transportation Conformity Determinations of Proposed Final 2027 Federal Transportation
Improvement Program (FTIP) and Proposed Final Connect SoCal 2024 Amendment 2
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8. Proposed Final 2027 Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) and Proposed Final
Amendment 2 to Connect SoCal 2024

9. 7% Cycle RHNA Subcommittee Charter

10. SB 675 (Padilla) — Imperial County Air Pollution Control District Reform
11. Transportation Policy and Safety Improvements

12. SCAG Memberships and Sponsorships

Receive and File

13. September 2026 State and Federal Legislative Update
14. Connect SoCal 2050: CEQA Documentation Initiation

15. SCAG Response to 2025-2026 Orange County Grand Jury Report — California Housing Mandates:
The Unintended Reshaping of Orange County Neighborhoods

16. Purchase Orders, Contracts, and Contract Amendments below Regional Council Approval
Threshold

17. CFO Monthly Report

A MOTION was made (Ramos) to approve Consent Calendar Items 1 through 9, 11 and 12; and

Receive and File Items 13 through 17. Motion was SECONDED (Frometa) and passed by the following

votes:

AYES: Allen, Baker, Bucknum, Byers, Cardenas-Singh, Crosswhite, Denison, Doby, Dutrey,
Elias, Finlay, Frometa, Gardner, Gabbard, Go, Goodsell, Hagman, Harnik, Henderson,
L. Hernandez, Judge, Kassakhian, Kelley, Kleiman, Krupa, Light, Lock Dawson, Lopez,
Ly, Manos, Marquez, McCallon, McLean, Navarro, Ramos, Rhodes, Saleh, Sandoval,
*Saro, Sharif, Simonoff, Tran, Tye, Wood, and Yokoyama (45)

NOES: None (0)

ABSTAIN: None (0)
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*Regional Council Member Suely Saro, Long Beach, District 29, informed the Clerk of the Board that
her voting device was not working and indicated her vote was a yes for the Consent Calendar.

INFORMATION ITEM

18. Legacy in Action - From 2026 FIFA World Cup to LA28

Kome Ajise, Executive Director, moderated a panel discussion with Stephanie Wiggins (Chief
Executive Officer of LA Metro), Darrell E. Johnson (Chief Executive Officer of the Orange County
Transportation Authority), and Alissa Walker (Los Angeles-based journalist and editor of Torched)
regarding lessons learned from the FIFA World Cup and preparations for the 2028 Olympic and
Paralympic Games.

Panelists shared that the FIFA World Cup successfully tested Southern California’s regional mobility
network and demonstrated the importance of collaboration, trust, operational flexibility, and
effective customer communication. They highlighted strong coordination among transit agencies,
high customer satisfaction, and the successful integration of 11 transit operators that provided a
seamless mobility experience for residents and visitors.

Discussion emphasized the need for continued regional cooperation, enhanced wayfinding,
dedicated transit lanes, improved coordination with cities and mobility providers, integrated fare and
ticketing systems, and clear, real-time customer information. Panelists noted that public willingness
to use transit increased when convenient, reliable, and well-communicated travel options were
available.

Panelists also discussed the value of fan zones, community hubs, and local celebrations connected by
accessible transportation. They stressed the importance of sharing positive transit stories and
expanding public familiarity with transit before the 2028 Games.

Regional Council members raised questions regarding transit safety, cleanliness, homelessness-
related concerns, regional coordination, community hub funding, and federal funding needs. Ms.
Wiggins reported ongoing improvements to safety, security, cleanliness, fare compliance, and
customer experience, noting that LA Metro had experienced no safety incidents associated with FIFA
World Cup operations. Panelists agreed that rider perceptions of safety were critical to increasing
transit ridership and public confidence.

The discussion underscored the importance of including all counties in regional planning efforts and
treating Southern California as an interconnected transportation network. Panelists identified trust
among agencies, shared goals, and coordinated advocacy as essential to successfully delivering
transportation services for the 2028 Games.
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Panelists further emphasized the need for significant federal funding to support Games-related
transportation operations and improvements. Ms. Wiggins and Mr. Johnson stated that a unified
regional advocacy strategy would be necessary to secure federal resources and noted that existing
transit services should not be reduced to support Games operations.

In closing, panelists expressed hope that the long-term legacy of the FIFA World Cup and the 2028
Olympic and Paralympic Games would be lasting improvements in regional mobility, expanded transit
use, integrated transportation systems, and stronger regional partnerships. Mr. Ajise concluded that
Southern California possessed the expertise and collaborative capacity necessary to successfully host
the 2028 Games and emphasized the continued importance of regional cooperation and advocacy.

There were no public comments on Item No. 18.
President Marquez stated they would be discussing Item No. 10 next.

Discussion and Vote for Item No. 10 - SB 675 (Padilla) — Imperial County Air Pollution Control District
Reform

Deputy Executive Director Darin Chidsey reported that the Legislative Communications and
Membership Committee (LCMC) had recommended maintaining a watch position on SB 675 following
significant amendments to the bill, including changes to governance, implementation timelines, and
operational provisions. He noted that the item had been brought forward at the request of Regional
Council Member Goodsell to provide additional background and discussion.

Regional Council Member Goodsell expressed concerns regarding the bill’s potential financial impacts
and unfunded mandates on Imperial County. While acknowledging improvements made through
amendments, he stated that significant concerns remained regarding implementation and
governance and moved that the Regional Council adopt an oppose position on SB 675 unless further
changes were made.

Regional Council Member Rocky Rhodes, Simi Valley, District 46, seconded the motion.

Guillermo Hernandez, representing the Office of Senator Steve Padilla, stated that SB 675 would
broaden representation on the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District governing board,
improve public access to information, and address longstanding air quality concerns. He emphasized
that the bill would not create new regulatory authority and requested Regional Council support.

The Regional Council engaged in discussion focused on concerns related to unfunded mandates,
governance structure, board appointment procedures, and the bill’s ability to address Imperial
County’s air quality challenges. Members argued that the proposal could impose substantial costs on

22



-

SCAG™

local jurisdictions while not adequately addressing underlying environmental issues, and sought
clarification regarding governance reforms, appointment authority, and implementation details.

Staff noted that the recommended watch position reflected the bill’s limited regional impact and that
guestions regarding specific implementation provisions would be best addressed by the bill’s author.
Mr. Hernandez clarified that the legislation specified appointment procedures for County, city,
Imperial Irrigation District, and public representatives.

Board Counsel Duran confirmed that the motion before the Regional Council was to change its
position on SB 675 from watch to oppose, and that if the motion failed, the Regional Council would
retain the watch position previously recommended by the LCMC.

A MOTION was made (Goodsell) to oppose SB 75. Motion was SECONDED (Rhodes) and passed by
the following votes:

AYES: Baker, Bucknum, Denison, Doby, Dutrey, Elias, Finlay, Frometa, Gabbard, Goodsell,
Harnik, Henderson, Judge, Kleiman, Krupa, Light, Lock Dawson, Ly, Marquez,
McCallon, McLean, Navarro, Rhodes, Sanchez, Sandoval, Tye, Waronek, Wood, and
Yokoyama (29)

NOES: Cardenas-Singh, Gardner, L. Hernandez, Lopez, Ramos, and Saro (6)

ABSTAIN: Allen and Crosswhite (2)

Continuation of Information Items

19. The Road to LA28: Transportation Demand Management (TDM) Strategic Plan
Due to timing constraints, Item No. 19 was deferred to another meeting.
20. Economic Roundtable Third Quarter Update

Echo Zhang, Senior Regional Planner, presented an update from SCAG’s Economic Roundtable, which
had met on August 20 to discuss regional economic conditions. She stated that the discussion focused
on the region’s slow, narrow, and jobless economic growth and introduced Dr. Manfred Keil, Chief
Economist of the Inland Empire Economic Partnership and Associate Professor of Economics at
Claremont McKenna College, to provide an overview of the findings.

Dr. Keil reported that the national, state, and regional economies continued to grow but that
employment growth had remained stagnant, resulting in what he described as “jobless growth.” He
noted that population had declined throughout much of the SCAG region since 2020, particularly in
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Los Angeles, Orange, and Ventura Counties, while Riverside and San Bernardino Counties experienced
population gains. Dr. Keil emphasized the economic significance of the Southern California region but
expressed concern about shrinking labor forces and employment levels in several counties. He also
highlighted a lack of economic diversification, particularly in the Inland Empire, where employment
was concentrated in logistics, healthcare, and public education. Looking ahead, he identified
potential challenges related to healthcare funding reductions, declines in public education
employment, rising interest rates, labor shortages in construction, and continued employment losses
across multiple industry sectors. He concluded that while current economic conditions remained
relatively stable, structural economic and demographic trends presented risks to the region’s long-
term outlook.

Regional Council Member Rebollar highlighted Imperial County’s economic potential, particularly in
the lithium and geothermal sectors, and emphasized the significant economic activity generated by
the County’s ports of entry. He noted the substantial trade volume, commercial truck traffic, and
cross-border movement occurring through Calexico and requested that future economic reports
incorporate Imperial County’s ports of entry and border trade activity in the same manner that
seaport activity is reflected elsewhere in the region.

Dr. Keil responded that despite concerns about the impacts of tariffs on trade activity, imports
through the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach remained stable and container traffic had not
declined. He noted that the continued strength of imports was important for the regional logistics
industry, particularly in the Inland Empire, where logistics had become a major source of
employment.

There were no public comments on Item No. 20.

BUSINESS REPORT

Paul Granillo, Business Representative, summarized key economic trends discussed by the
Roundtable, noting that job growth remained concentrated in healthcare, logistics, government, and
technology sectors, while manufacturing, construction, and professional services had experienced
limited or declining growth. He reported that the regional housing market remained sluggish due to
economic uncertainty and elevated interest rates, while apartment markets remained stable and
industrial real estate had softened. Mr. Granillo also emphasized the growing influence of artificial
intelligence across industries and encouraged continued discussion of its impacts on businesses and
the workforce.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

President Marquez stated that due to timing limitations, he would not provide a President’s Report.
He noted that that next meeting of the Regional Council meeting was scheduled for October 1, at
11:45 a.m.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Kome Ajise, Executive Director, stated he would not provide an Executive Director’s Report in the
interest of time.

There were no public comments on the Business, President’s or Executive Director’s reports.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

There were no future agenda items.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

There were no announcements.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, President Marquez adjourned the meeting of the Regional Council
at 1:52 p.m. and wished everyone a safe fourth of July.

[MINUTES ARE UNOFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED BY THE REGIONAL COUNCIL]
/!
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