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From:  on behalf of Christopher Palencia 

Sent: Sunday, September 1, 2019 10:44 PM
To: Regional Housing
Subject: Input on Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) Methodology

Dear Southern California Association of Governments, 
 
I am writing to urge the Regional Council to reject the use of local inputs for the allocation of regional housing need, and 
instead, ask SCAG staff to propose an allocation formula based on objective measures that align with the stated 
priorities of Housing Element Law.  
 
Using local inputs as a basis for RHNA works directly against environmental and social goals because it pushes more 
housing to parts of the region with fewer jobs and lower incomes. Cities in Los Angeles County and Orange County 
closest to abundant job opportunities are mostly “built out” under existing zoning, and therefore have a relatively low 
projected household growth. These cities could, however, accommodate housing by rezoning land strategically. 
Implementing local inputs to allocate RHNA is not consistent with a law requiring the plan “to increase access to areas of 
high opportunity for lower-income residents”. RHNA should push for more low-income housing in high opportunity 
cities but using local inputs does the opposite. It pushes housing growth to the cities farthest from job opportunities – 
which have land to build on, and thus higher projected household growth. 
 
I propose that the CEHD committee and the Regional Council replace Option 1 and 3 with different allocation methods 
for public consideration, methods that use objective measures consistent with the goals of advancing environmental 
sustainability and social equity. SCAG’s Option 2 considers population share and access to high-quality transit. This is 
based on objective measures, but it is not sufficient. I suggest SCAG also consider factors including: 
 
1. Housing costs, 
2. The share of multifamily housing stock, 3. The share of subsidized housing, 4. The ratio of jobs to housing in the city, 
and 5. The share of regional jobs within a short commute. 
 
Using these objective measures would allocate regional housing need in a way that advances environmental 
sustainability, and affirmatively furthers fair housing at the regional scale. The social equity adjustment is also an 
important issue. It is used to modify RHNA allocations by income category, to give higher numbers of lower-income need 
to relatively more affluent jurisdictions. It should be increased from the past practice of 110% to 200%. It is important to 
note, however, that if high opportunity cities have a low total RHNA number, the social equity adjustment will have a 
limited impact. The way we decide cities’ total housing need is potentially more consequential for increasing access to 
areas of high opportunity for lower-income residents. 
 
A RHNA allocation that actually matches state goals is important. RHNA numbers are increasingly consequential and the 
state assesses housing production according to RHNA targets as a valid measure of housing need. Assigning high RHNA 
numbers to cities with low housing demand unfairly punishes them, and they are less likely to meet these production 
targets. Additionally, assigning low RHNA numbers to cities with high housing demand unfairly rewards them for 
meeting goals. Moreover, assigning higher RHNA numbers to cities with higher demand for housing will actually lead to 
more housing production overall. 
 
Local inputs work in opposition to the goals of the Housing Element Law, by disproportionately allocating amounts of 
housing to areas of low-opportunity, far from job centers, adding to regional congestion, increasing emissions, 
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negatively impacting air quality and people’s overall quality of life. I urge you to consider the aforementioned factors in 
revising the RHNA methodology. 
 
Personally sent by Christopher Palencia using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a 
grassroots pro-housing organization. 
 
Sincerely, 
Christopher Palencia 
Gardena, CA 90249 

 



1

From: Chris Palencia 
Sent: Sunday, September 1, 2019 10:35 PM
To: Regional Housing
Subject: Fwd: Quick RHNA Update

Hello, 
 
This is a great result! Please record my comment as in favor of  NO MODIFICATIONS to the 1.3M allocation. 
We need all the homes possible! 
 
Thanks, 
Chris 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Liu, Jeff <LIUJ@scag.ca.gov> 
Date: Fri, Aug 30, 2019 at 10:35 AM 
Subject: Quick RHNA Update 
To: Palencia, Chris <chris.palencia@gmail.com> 
 

Dear City/County Managers and Planning Directors, 
 
If you haven’t heard, the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) 
provided their Regional Housing Need determination for the SCAG region last week – a total of 
1,344,740 housing units that the six-county region must plan for in the October 2021 – October 2029 
planning period.  
  
What’s Next for the Regional Housing Need Determination 
SCAG has 30 days following receipt of the HCD Regional Housing Need determination to either accept 
the number or file an objection, along with a basis consistent with state housing law. This will be a 
discussion item at our Sept. 5 Community, Economic and Human Development Committee and 
Regional Council meetings. Live streams of these meetings will be provided via our website if you are 
unable to come to downtown Los Angeles. 
 
How This Will Affect Local Jurisdictions 
Additionally, SCAG is in the process of determining how HCD’s determination of 1.3 million units will 
be allocated, or distributed, to local jurisdictions. A public comment period for the Proposed RHNA 
Allocation Methodology, which includes three options, is currently underway and will close on Sept. 
13.  
 
Due to requests from member local jurisdictions, we’ve updated the Estimate Tool to reflect the HCD 
regional need determination for the SCAG region, which you can use to estimate your jurisdiction’s 
allocations under the three options in the Proposed RHNA Allocation Methodology.   
 
IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER: This Estimate Tool is for illustrative purposes to evaluate the three 
methodology options and should not be interpreted as the RHNA allocation for any local jurisdiction, 
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notwithstanding the update of the Estimate Tool. SCAG has not finalized its allocation methodology. 
Following the conclusion of the public comment period, SCAG staff will present a Final Proposed 
RHNA Allocation Methodology for review and approval by the Regional Council at its Nov. 7 meeting. 
 
For more information about the Proposed RHNA Allocation Methodology, please visit SCAG’s RHNA 
webpage. If you have any questions or would like to submit comments, please e-mail 
housing@scag.ca.gov.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

To help protect you r priv acy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
http://newsletter.scag.ca.gov/images/signature/SCAGlogo_RGB.p ng

 

Jeff Liu  
Manager of Media and Public Affairs  
Tel: (213) 236-1998  
LIUJ@scag.ca.gov  
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