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From: Soloff, Michael <Mike.Soloff@mto.com>
Sent: Friday, September 13, 2019 4:31 PM
To: Regional Housing
Cc: 'michael.soloff@smgov.net'
Subject: RHNA Distribution Methodology

I am writing in my capacity as Chairperson of the Santa Monica Housing Commission to advise that the Commission 
adopted the following resolution at its meeting of August 15, 2019: 
 

The Santa Monica Housing Commission recommends to City Council and SCAG that they adopt the 
Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) methodology option one, and that it be selected 1) because 
it takes into account which cities have and have not carried more than their fair share in the last two 
RHNA cycles and 2) because, as stated on page 9 of the report, “…the conditions of cost-burden have 
disproportionate impacts on lower income households. For example, a lower income household paying 
40 percent of their income on housing has less remaining income available for other costs than that of a 
higher income household that spends the same percentage on housing. The lower the income of the 
household the more impact overpaying on household costs becomes. In addition, past RHNA progress 
reports indicated that the RHNA target for above moderate income housing has been met while not for 
the other three income categories: very low, low and moderate. For this reason, SCAG recommends that 
existing need focus on three income categories and exclude above moderate income housing from a 
jurisdiction’s existing need,” and that the Commission believes that in light of that, option one is correct 
in that the existing housing need should all be allocated to affordable housing. 
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