OFFICE of the MAYOR

November 5, 2019

SUBJECT: SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS, REGIONAL HOUSING NEEDS
ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY/ALLOCATION TO THE CITY OF GARDENA

Dear SCAG Members:

The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) is scheduled to take a vote on the Draft allocation
methodology for the Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) this Thursday, November 7, 2019. Gardena
has received a copy of the letter from Los Angeles City Councilmember David Ryu to SCAG regarding this
methodology. Gardena would like to go on record as being in support of Councilman Ryu’s objections.

The problems outlined by Councilmember Ryu could not be more apt for the City of Gardena. Specifically, the
City of Gardena currently has a population of 61,042 and 21,873 housing units. The City’s population grew 3.8
percent and the housing stock increased 1.9 percent over the past nine years. Gardena is among the denser
communities within the South Bay subregion, based on population per square mile. According to SCAG’s data
profile, Gardena has a median household income of approximately $50,807, which is $10,000 below Los Angeles
County and $14,000 below the SCAG region in general.

Gardena is part of the South Bay Cities COG and has been assigned draft RHNA numbers that far exceed most of
the other cities in the COG’s jurisdiction (see attached table). Only three cities (Carson, Gardena, and Inglewood)
in the region have been required to accommodate for double-digit growth. Gardena and Inglewood are among
the densest and lowest income communities in the South Bay. The combined effect of allocating Gardena a large
RHNA obligation and our existing concentration of low-income households would further exacerbate the current
inequalities in access to opportunities, contradictory to the Housing Element principle to affirmatively furthering
fair housing. Therefore, we strongly support Councilman Ryu’s recommendation on the social equity adjustment
to redistribute the RHNA allocations across different jurisdictions rather than within them.

Based on the draft RHNA numbers, SCAG’s methodology requires Gardena to increase its housing stock by
almost 17 percent over eight years, more than 800 percent compared to past trends. Gardena does not believe
that this is realistic given the size of the City and the limited amount of land available for future growth. Such a
scale of growth allocation to the City would trigger significant displacement and gentrification of existing
neighborhoods and residents, many of whom are lower income and would have limited financial means to
relocate to another community.

As an older and established community, our infrastructure systems are not capable of handling such growth in
the foreseeable future. We urge that SCAG consider a methodology that would recognize the existing density,
concentration of low-income households, and jobs/housing imbalances.

Sincerely,

TASHA CERDA

Attachment Mayor
¢:  Members of Gardena City Council
City Manager; Community Development Director

TASHA CERDA, Mayor / ART KASKANIAN, Mayor Pro Tem
MARK E. HENDERSON, Councilmember / DAN MEDINA, Councilmember / RODNEY G. TANAKA, Councilmember

MINA SEMENZA, City Clerk / J. INGRID TSUKIYAMA, City Treasurer / CLINT OSORIO, Interim City Manager / PETER L. WALLIN, City Attorney
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