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Water Action Resolution Summary
1. Support best practices in conservation
2. Work with jurisdictions to encourage housing types that have less 

water demand
3. Work with SCAG’s Resilience & Conservation Subcommittee to explore 

water challenges and solutions
4. Facilitate SCAG’s Energy & Environment Committee to make policy 

recommendations to the Legislation, Communications, & Membership 
Committee

5. Foster adoption of alternative groundwater recharge and best 
practices to increase and maintain a sustainable water supply
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Water Action Resolution Summary
6. Support implementation of green infrastructure (model ordinances, 

training, education)

7. Hold an Industry Forum – April 28th, 2023
8. Develop connect SoCal policies and strategies to align investments in 

water infrastructure with housing needs

9. Advocate with partners for expansion of MPOs’ role in water

10. White paper on the state of water in the region (address issues related 
to water acquisition, storage, supply, demand, quality, cost-
effectiveness of strategies)

Resilience & Conservation Subcommittee

Waverly Klaw

Director of Growing Water Smart

Sonoran Institute

Charles Wilson

Executive Director and CEO

Southern California Water Coalition

Dr. Qinqin Liu

Scientist and Former Analyst at the

California Natural Resources Agency

David Sumi &          
Elise Goldman
Resource Specialists

Metropolitan Water District



1. Define Resilience: The capacity of the SCAG region's built, social, economic and natural 
systems to anticipate and effectively respond to changing conditions, acute shocks, and chronic 
stressors by creating multiple opportunities for a sustainable, thriving and equitable future;

2. Prioritize the most vulnerable populations and communities subject to climate 
hazards: Help the people, places, and infrastructure that are most at risk for climate change 
impacts, recognizing that disadvantaged communities are often overburdened

3. Build strong partnerships: Coordinate across multiple sectors, scales, and stakeholders to 
ensure all people have access to the fundamental physical, health, and social benefits of our 
natural and built systems

4. Apply ecosystem-based approaches: Incorporate ecosystem resilience, protection of 
ecosystem services, and sustainable resource management

5. Maximize mutual benefits: Support resilience and conservation initiatives across built, 
social, economic, and natural systems, such as disaster preparedness, to ensure synergies across 
systems and reduce/avoid impacts of maladaptation

Resilience and Conservation Subcommittee Recommendations

Connect SoCal Special Resilience & Conservation Subcommittee 
White Paper Recommendations

• Half-Day convening with RUSH Expert Panel
• Identify potential program strategies and 

projects for transformative investment and 
regional collaboration to overcome 
infrastructure obstacles and deliver 
accelerated housing production while 
addressing climate change and historical 
inequities

• Expert Panel will deliver recommendations 
on an advisory study from SCAG, Urban 
Land Institute, PlaceWorks

H lf D i ith RUSH E
Friday, April 28 – 8am to Noon 

Japanese American National Museum

Additional Information & Registration Details: 
https://scag.ca.gov/post/regional-utilities-supporting-

housing-rush-industry-forum
Online and Virtual Attendance Options



Expert Panel

Heather Cooley
Director of Research, Pacific Institute

Morgan Shimabuku
Senior Researcher, Pacific Institute

Southern California Association of Governments: 
Energy and Environment Committee























THANK YOU!




