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Agenda

• Welcome

• REAP 1 Program and Project Highlights

• Housing Element Compliance Update

• Agency Spotlights: Challenges and Opportunities in Preparing 
Housing Elements

• Connect SoCal 2024 Updates

• Legislative Updates

• Wrap-up and Next Steps



REAP 1 PROGRAM AND PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

David Kyobe, Senior Regional Planner, SCAG



• Over 80 SRP projects in total, majority of projects completed in 2023

• All SRP projects are projected to be completed by mid-2024

Project Highlights

• Westside Cities Council of Governments (WSCCOG) Affirmatively Further Fair 
Housing Strategy

• San Fernando Valley Council of Governments Regional Housing Analysis Tool

• Los Angeles City Planning (LACP) CEQA Streamlining Template

• Coachella Valley Association of Governments (CVAG) – The Affordable Housing 
Catalyst Fund

Subregional Partnership Program (SRP)



Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) Integration

Project Highlights

• The Housing Supportive Tax Increment Financing Districts

• LA Metro Partnership

• Affordable Housing Preservation Strategy

• Grant Writing Technical Assistance



HOUSING ELEMENT COMPLIANCE UPDATE

Lennox Chaiveera, Assistant Regional Planner, SCAG



SCAG Region Housing Element Status

AS OF 4/16/24

Compliance 

Status
Adopted Draft Total

In 138 0 138

Out 29 30 59

Total 167 30 197
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JURISDICTIONS OUT OF COMPLIANCE
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AGENCY SPOTLIGHTS: CHALLENGES AND 
OPPORTUNITIES IN PREPARING HOUSING ELEMENTS

• Tina Fung, Supervising Planner, LA County

• Nick Melloni, Principal Planner, City of Palm Desert



SCAG HOUSING WORKING GROUP

April 16, 2024

County of Los Angeles
6th Cycle Housing Element 
Update



Overview



Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA)



Resources to Meet the RHNA
Projected ADUs
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Rezoning – Site Selection 
86% of the unincorporated areas have one 
or more natural constraints, such as:

• Fire Hazard Severity Zones
• Flood Zone
• Significant Ecological Areas
• Sensitive Environmental Resource Areas
• Active Fault Trace
• Seismically Induced Landslide Zone



Rezoning – Site Selection 
Scoring System: Rank Candidate Parcels 
under 7 Categories:

• Parcel Location/Proximity
• Infrastructure
• Natural Constraints
• Development Potential
• Economic Mobility
• Environmental Justice
• Transportation



Rezoning – Site Selection 

Where should 
multi-family 
housing be built? 

In areas with more 
educational and 
economic 
opportunity, as 
identified by the 
State TCAC maps.



Rezoning – Site Selection 
Where should multi-
family housing be 
built? 

In areas less burdened 
by and vulnerable to 
multiple types of 
pollution and health 
risks.



Public Engagement
• Interactive storymap on 

rezoning

• What is the Housing 
Element? (Website with 
infographics & made-up 
storylines) to explain the 
Housing Element’s “Big 
ideas”

• Working meetings with 
community groups to 
refine proposed rezoning



Rezoning to be Completed by February 2025
Housing Element Program 17: Adequate Sites for RHNA

• 2023
o Florence-Firestone TOD Specific Plan
o Gateway Planning Area Rezoning Program

• 2024
o East San Gabriel Valley Area Plan 
o Metro Area Plan

• 2025
o South Bay Area Plan
o West San Gabriel Valley Area Plan
o Westside Area Plan

Complete the rezoning through community-based planning efforts



Challenges & 
Opportunities



LA County 6th Cycle Housing Element Update



LA County 6th Cycle Housing Element Update

Lessons Learned:

• Start early!

• Allocate sufficient resources (e.g., staffing, 
technical assistance)

• Use data to tell a story

• Engage stakeholders in a two-way conversation



LA County 6th Cycle Housing Element Update
https://planning.lacounty.gov/long-range-planning/housing-element/ 

https://planning.lacounty.gov/long-range-planning/housing-element/


Thank you!

TINA FUNG (she/her/hers) 

SUPERVISING PLANNER, Housing Policy 

Office: (213) 974-6417 • Direct: (213) 893-7469

Email: tfung@planning.lacounty.gov 

Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning

320 West Temple Street, 13th Floor

Los Angeles, CA 90012

planning.lacounty.gov 



Challenges and Opportunities in Preparing 
Housing Elements

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

APRIL 16, 2024
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Introduction

Nick Melloni, AICP, Principal 
Planner – City of Palm Desert

Palm Desert population

• 2022 population: 52,284

• 2021 population: 52,530

• 2010 population: 48,445

• 2010-2021 Growth: 8.4%

• 2026 (projected): 55,079

SCAG4/16/202427

Map Source: Munselle Group
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Background

• Housing Element Certified by HCD 
in 2023
• Terra Nova Planning & Research – City 

Consultant to prepare document

• Multiple drafts presented to City 
Council

• Study Sessions 

Comprehensive General Plan 
Amendment in 2016

4/16/2024 SCAG 28

RHNA by Income Category 2022-2029

Category RHNA Allocation

ELI 337

VLI 338

LI 460

Mod. 461

Above Mod. 1,194

Total Units 2,790
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Opportunities and Challenges

Opportunities
• New Construction and 

Development
• Financing Strategies – TCAC, 

Housing Authority, SARDA
• Streamlining –General Plan, 

Specific Plans, Entitlements
• Vacant sites

Challenges 
• Zoning
• Outreach to property owners 

– Vacant sites
• Prevailing Development 

Patterns
• Nimbyism

4/16/2024 SCAG 29



KOSMONT COMPANIES      |     30
4/16/2024 SCAG 30



KOSMONT COMPANIES      |     31
4/16/2024 SCAG 31



KOSMONT COMPANIES      |     32
4/16/2024 SCAG 32



KOSMONT COMPANIES      |     334/16/2024 SCAG 33

Specific Plan Development Plan
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Thank you!

•

Nick Melloni, AICP, Principal Planner

nmelloni@palmdesert.gov

760-776-6479

SCAG4/16/202437

mailto:nmelloni@palmdesert.gov


CONNECT SOCAL 2024 UPDATES

Sarah Dominguez, Planning Strategy Planning Supervisor, SCAG



WWW.SCAG.CA.GOV

Connect SoCal 
2024 Update

April 16, 2024



Presentation Agenda

1 Connect SoCal 2024 Overview

2 Regional Planning Policies

3 Implementation Strategies



Connect SoCal 
2024

 

Proposed Final



A Compass for the Region

Connect SoCal

✓ Meets federal and state requirements

✓ Ensures the region receives critical transportation funding and approvals

✓ Creates the foundation and framework for collaboration

Existing 

Regional

Conditions

Adopted

Local

Plans

Research 

and Trends 

Analysis

Long-Range 

Planning

Coordination 

Across the 

Region
+= + +

Continued collaboration 

can close the gap 

between local actions 

and achievement of our 

regional goals



The Region
in 2050



“A Healthy, Prosperous, Accessible and Connected Region for 

a More Resilient and Equitable Future”

Vision and Goals

Develop, connect and sustain 

livable and thriving 

communities

Build and maintain an 

integrated multimodal 

transportation network

Create a healthy region for the 

people of today and tomorrow

Support a sustainable, efficient 

and productive regional 

environment that provides 

opportunities for all people in 

the region

MOBILITY

COMMUNITIES

ENVIRONMENT

ECONOMY



Connect SoCal is a Vision for the Future

Mobility

Communities

Economy

Environment



Mobility

Communities

Economy

Environment

Housing the Region

• Encourage housing development in areas with access to important 

resources and amenities (economic, educational, health, social and 

similar) to further fair housing access and equity across the region 

• Encourage housing development in transit-supportive and 

walkable areas to create more interconnected and resilient 

communities 

• Prioritize communities that are vulnerable to displacement 

pressures by supporting community stabilization and increasing 

access to housing that meets the needs of the region

Regional Planning Policies



Mobility

Communities

Economy

Environment

Housing the Region

• Provide technical assistance for jurisdictions to complete and 

implement their housing elements and support local governments 

and Tribal Entities to advance housing production

• Research and explore innovative homeownership models that can 

reduce costs and increase housing production in the region. 

Explore strategies to engage households of color and communities 

that are underrepresented as homeowners

• Research community stabilization (anti-displacement) resources 

that can be utilized to address displacement pressures, such as 

preservation and tenant protections for communities across the 

region and Affirmatively Further Fair Housing

Implementation Strategies



HOW DO WE WORK 

TOGETHER TO MAKE 

THE PLAN A REALITY?



Plan Impact: Implementation

Local Technical Assistance 

Resources

Regional 

Leadership

Data Collection, Analysis 

and Research

Collaboration and Policy 

Leadership

Federal Funding 

Administration

49



For more information, please visit:

THANK YOU!

www.scag.ca.gov



LEGISLATIVE UPDATES

Kevin Gilhooley, Legislation Department Manager, SCAG



SCAG Housing Working Group 

April 16, 2024

Kevin Gilhooley, Legislative Affairs Manager 



1. Sacramento Summit 

2. REAP 2.0 Coalition Building 

3. Asm. Budget Sub-Committee #5

4. SCAG “Strike Teams” 

5. AB 2485 (Carrillo) 

LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY 
EFFORTS:



2024 Sacramento Summit

• March 19-20, 2024

• Meetings
• 15 Members

• 14 Legislative Staff

• Priorities Shared
• Protect REAP 2.0 funding

• Support AB 2485 (Carrillo)

• Honor promises made to 
ATP and IIG programs



2024 Sacramento Summit

• Senator Ben Allen (D-
Santa Monica)

• Chair, Senate 
Committee on 
Environmental Quality.  



2024 Sacramento Summit

• Assemblymember Juan 
Carrillo (D-Palmdale)

• Chair, Assembly 
Committee on Local 
Government.  

• Author of AB 2485, 
SCAG’s sponsor bill on 
RHNA transparency 



2024 Sacramento Summit

• Gabe Petek, Legislative 
Analyst

• Tomiquia Moss, Secretary to 
the Business, Consumer 
Services, & Housing Agency





2024 Sacramento Summit

• Assemblymember Buffy 
Wicks, Chair, Assembly 
Appropriations Committee 

• Assemblymember Lori 
Wilson, Chair, Assembly 
Transportation Committee 



2024 Sacramento Summit

• Nine (9) additional 
signatures to 
Assemblymember Friedman’s 
Protect REAP 2.0 budget 
letter!  

• Assemblymember Diane 
Dixon (R-Newport Beach) to 
co-author AB 2485!  



REAP 2.0 Coalition Building 

• 33 Support Letters from 
member and partner agencies! 

• CTC Partnership Letter signed 
by all six county transportation 
commissions!  

• Private Sector Letter signed by 
11 private sector entities, 
including eight GLUE Council 
Members.  



Asm. Budget Sub-
Committee Hearing –
April 9, 2024 

• Assembly Budget Sub-
Committee #5 on State 
Administration.  

• Public comments offered 
by San Gabriel Valley 
COG, Palm Desert, 
Housing Trust Fund of 
Ventura County, Century 
Housing.



April “Strike Team” – April 10, 2024 

• Senator Monique Limón (D-
Santa Barbara), 
Assemblymembers Greg Wallis 
(R-Palm Desert) and Freddie 
Rodriguez (D-Pomona).  

• Staff to Assembly Speaker 
Emeritus Anthony Rendon (D-
Lakewood) and Bill Essayli (R-
Corona).

• Strike Team #2 – April 24, 2024 



AB 2485 (Carrillo) – RHNA 
Transparency

• Assembly Housing Committee: 

• Wednesday, April 17, 2024

• LCMC Chair Lock Dawson and Vice 
Chair Jose Luis Solache.  

• Support: 

• CalCities

• Calif. State Association of Counties 

• Calif. Association of Councils of 
Governments 

• Seven (7) SCAG-region cities, 
partners 



Thank you

Questions?



For more information, please visit:

THANK YOU!

SCAG.CA.GOV/LEGISLATION



ANNOUNCEMENTS



Announcements

• Save the Date! Next HWG meeting:
Tuesday, July 16, 2024, 10 AM – 12 PM



For more information, please visit:

THANK YOU!

www.scag.ca.gov/housing
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