VIDEOCONFERENCE AVAILABLE

***ZOOM AND TELECONFERENCE MEETING ONLY***

TELECONFERENCE IS AVAILABLE

TO JOIN THE MEETING: https://scag.zoom.us/j/220315897
CONFERENCE NUMBER: +1 669 900 6833
MEETING ID: 220 315 897

If members of the public wish to review the attachments or have any questions on any
of the agenda items, please contact Priscilla Freduah-Agyemang at (213) 236-1973 or
email agyemang@scag.ca.gov

SCAG, in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), will accommodate
persons who require a modification of accommodation in order to participate in this
meeting. SCAG is also committed to helping people with limited proficiency in the
English language access the agency’s essential public information and services. You can
request such assistance by calling (213) 630-1402. We request at least 72 hours (three
days) notice to provide reasonable accommodations and will make every effort to
arrange for assistance as soon as possible.


mailto:agyemang@scag.ca.gov
https://scag.zoom.us/j/220315897

REGIONAL TRANSIT TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
AGENDA
Wednesday, March 27,2024

The Regional Transit Technical Advisory Committee may consider and act upon any of the items listed
on the agenda regardless of whether they are listed as information or action items.

1.0 CALL TO ORDER
(Jennifer Nguyen, Riverside Transit Agency, Regional Transit TAC Chair)

2.0 PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD — Members of the public desiring to speak on items on the
agenda, or items not on the agenda, but within the purview of the Regional Transit
Technical Advisory Committee, must fill out and present a speaker’s card to the
assistant prior to speaking. Comments will be limited to three minutes. The chair may
limit the total time for all comments to twenty (20) minutes.

3.0 RECOGNITION OF PAST CHAIR AND INTRODUCTION OF NEW VICE CHAIR
(Jennifer Nguyen, Regional Transit TAC Chair)

4.0 RECEIVE AND FILE Time Page
41 Minutes of the January 31, 2024, RTTAC Meeting 3
4.2 Regional Transit Operators Forum 9

(Priscilla Freduah-Agyemang, Senior Regional Planner, SCAG)

4.3 Connect SoCal 2024 Updates 11
(Priscilla Freduah-Agyemang, Senior Regional Planner, SCAG)

4.4 Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program (TIRCP)
Draft Cycle 7 Guidelines 36
(Krista Yost, Assistant Regional Planner, SCAG)

4.5 Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Integrating Transit Asset
Management (TAM) Data into National Transit Database (NTD)
Reporting Webinar 37
(Krista Yost, Assistant Regional Planner, SCAG)

4.6 Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Low or No Emission and
Grants for Buses and Bus Facilities Competitive Programs
FY2024 Notice of Funding Opportunity 38
(Priscilla Freduah-Agyemang, Senior Regional Planner, SCAG)
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7.0

REGIONAL TRANSIT TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

AGENDA
Wednesday, March 27,2024

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

51

5.2

5.3

54

5.5

CalSTA Transit Transformation Task Force Update
(Lorelle Moe-Luna, Multimodal Services Director, RCTC)

Anaheim Transportation Network (ATN) Advancing
Neighborhood Networks for All (ANNA) East/West Connection

(Diana Kotler, CEO, ATN)

Access Services Bluetooth Beacon loT Pilot Project
(Bill Tsuei, Access Services)

Mobility Hubs for Women and Caregivers
(Natalia Perez-Bobadilla, Shared-Use Mobility Center)

Montebello First/Last Mile (FLM) Plan
(Krista Yost, SCAG)

STAFF REPORT

6.1 Connect SoCal 2024 Updates
(Priscilla Freduah-Agyemang, SCAG)
ADJOURNMENT

The next Regional Transit Technical Advisory Committee meeting is tentatively

scheduled for Wednesday, May 29, 2024.
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Regional Transit Technical Advisory Committee (RTTAC)
of the
Southern California Association of Governments

January 31, 2024

Minutes

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE A SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE REGIONAL TRANSIT
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RTTAC). AN AUDIO RECORDING OF THE MEETING IS
AVAILABLE FOR LISTENING IN SCAG’S OFFICE.

The Regional Transit Technical Advisory Committee held its meeting telephonically and
electronically given public health directives limiting public gatherings due to the threat of COVID-
19 and in compliance with the Governor’s recent Executive Order N-29-20. The meeting was called
to order by Chair, Joyce Rooney, City of Redondo Beach/Beach Cities Transit.

Members Participating:
Joyce Rooney (Chair)

City of Redondo Beach/Beach Cities Transit

Esteban Rodriguez
Geraldina Romo
Elisa Mendoza
Karen Pan
Sudesh Paul
Alyssa Mendez
Georgie Suico
Martha D’Andrea
Chun Leung

Britt Card
Kaelani Reyes
Randy Barragan
Ron Profeta
Socorro Gomez
Nick Echeverri
Abdallah Daboussi
Barbara Andres
Ben Gonzalez
Ryan Plumb

Joe Raquel
Cynthia Duque
Gustavo Gomez
Jessica Cignarella
Marisol Barajas
Lori Huddleston
Teresa Wong
Darren Kettle
David Huang

Antelope Valley Transit Authority
Antelope Valley Transit Authority
Beaumont Transit

City of Burbank

City of Corona

City of Commerce

City of Culver City

City of Glendale Beeline

City of Los Angeles DOT

City of Pasadena

City of Redondo Beach/Beach Cities Transit
City of Riverside

City of Riverside

City of Riverside

City of Santa Clarita Transit

City of Santa Monica Big Blue Bus
City of Santa Monica Big Blue Bus
City of Simi Valley Transit

City of Torrance Transit

Foothill Transit

Gold Coast Transit District
Imperial County Transportation Commission
Long Beach Transit

Long Beach Transit

Los Angeles Metro

Los Angeles Metro

Metrolink

Metrolink
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3.0

Rory Vaughn
Alfredo Machuca

Timothy Grensavitch

Yessie Granados
Cheri Holsclaw
Christopher Chan
Anna Jaiswal
Angel Garfio
Jack Garate

Kim Tucker

Eric DeHate
Lorelle Moe-Luna
Monica Morales
Manuel Alcala
Mona Babauta
Tina Hamel
Aubrey Smith
Heather Miller
Dana Curtis

Michael Daney

SCAG Staff:
Courtney Aguirre
John Cho

KiHong Kim
Kome Ajise
Krista Yost

CALL TO ORDER

Joyce Rooney, City of Redondo Beach/Beach Cities Transit, Chair called the meeting to

Metrolink

Montebello Bus Lines

Montebello Bus Lines

Montebello Bus Lines

Morongo Basin Transit Authority

Norwalk Transit System

Omnitrans

Orange County Transportation Authority
Orange County Transportation Authority
Orange County Transportation Authority
Riverside County Transportation Commission
Riverside County Transportation Commission
Riverside County Transportation Commission
Sunline Transit Agency

Sunline Transit Agency

Sunline Transit Agency

Ventura County Transportation Commission
Ventura County Transportation Commission
Victor Valley Transit Authority

San Diego Metropolitan Transit System

Philip Law

Priscilla Freduah-Agyemang
Roland Ok

Sarah Miller

order at 10:05 a.m. Agencies and attendees introduced themselves.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

No members of the public requested to comment.

RECEIVE AND FILE

3.1 Minutes of the November 29, 2023, RTTAC Meeting
3.2 Regional Transit Operators Forum

3.3 2024 Regional Transit Technical Advisory Committee (RTTAC) Agenda Look Ahead
3.4  Regional Transit Technical Advisory Committee (RTTAC) Future Agenda Items
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4.0
4.1

4.2

3.5 Transportation Trends Update

3.6  Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 Triennial Reviews, Section
Section 5307 Program Requirements

3.7 SCAG Clean Technology Compendium

Priscilla Freduah-Agyemang, SCAG staff, reviewed the Receive and File items. She noted
item 3.6 FTA FY 2024 Triennial Reviews, Section 5307 Program Requirements offering

resources to support RTTAC members currently undergoing the review process.

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

Transit Transformation Task Force Update

Kome Ajise, SCAG Executive Director, provided an update on the Transit Transformation
Task Force established under Senate Bill 125 by the California State Transportation Agency.
Mr. Ajise discussed the Task Force's formation and objectives, aiming to develop policy
recommendations to boost transit ridership, improve the transit experience, and address
long-term operational needs statewide. He emphasized the importance of engaging the
RTTAC members in the Task Force’s work and noted his proposal of the creation of
subcommittees to address various transit issues. The Task Force aims to conclude its work
by October 2025, with bimonthly in-person meetings anticipated. Mr. Ajise concluded his
presentation by proposing regular updates to the RTTAC on the activities of the Task Force
to ensure transparency and accountability.

Joyce Rooney, Chair, asked about the Task Force meeting schedule and the participation
of smaller transit agencies in Los Angeles County. Mr. Ajise clarified that meetings are held
every two months, with the next scheduled in February 2024. He expressed his interest in
exploring methods to effectively aggregate information with the RTTAC, potentially
aligning with the Task Force's work plan and ensuring representation on relevant
subcommittees.

Elisa Mendoza, Beaumont Transit, expressed her interest in joining the Task Force's
meetings and asked about the next meeting date. Courtney Aguirre, SCAG staff, shared a
link to the February meeting details. Mr. Ajise further noted his plan to utilize the RTTAC
as a forum for conveying information to the Task Force.

Martha D'Andrea, City of Glendale, inquired about the primary objective of the Task Force.
Mr. Ajise responded that the focus is on ensuring transit recovery and identifying
sustainable funding sources for operations statewide. He emphasized the issue of funding
transit operations in the state and the Task Force's goal of achieving meaningful outcomes,
ideally resulting in new state policies or funding bills to ensure the long-term sustainability
of transit across California.

I-805 Freeway Bus on Shoulder Pilot Project
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Michael Daney, San Diego Metropolitan Transit System (MTS), presented an overview of
the San Diego MTS'’s |-805 Freeway Bus on Shoulder (BOS) Pilot Project. The three-year
BOS pilot project allows MTS buses providing rapid service to use select freeway shoulders
along 1-805 and SR 94 between the Otay Mesa Transit Center and Downtown San Diego
during peak travel times on weekdays. Mr. Daney noted that the use of the shoulder lane
is subject to specific conditions such as speed limits, weather, and emergency vehicle
access. He discussed the objectives of the project, including assessing the feasibility of
using existing freeway infrastructure to bypass traffic congestion and evaluating the
effectiveness of driver assist technologies.

The BOS project includes shoulder lane improvements, signage, ramp metering upgrades,
and the integration of driver assist technologies to ensure safe operation within the
shoulder lane. Mr. Daney noted that extensive training was provided to bus operators, and
efforts were made to communicate project details to the public through various media
channels and platforms. He also noted challenges, including operator retention,
infrastructure maintenance, and unforeseen issues like theft leading to service
interruptions. Despite these challenges, overall feedback from passengers and operators
highlighted benefits such as reduced travel time. Mr. Daney noted the possibility of
extending the project timeline for more conclusive data, with further reports expected
upon project completion.

Lorelle Moe-Luna, Riverside County Transportation Commission, inquired about the
projected or actual time savings from the BOS project. Mr. Daney clarified that the primary
benefit isn't necessarily time saved but rather improved schedule adherence and
reliability.

Timothy Grensavitch, Montebello Bus Lines, asked if there was an increase in customer
service calls related to buses driving on the shoulder. Mr. Daney responded that there
wasn't an increase in calls about buses using the shoulder, but there were complaints once
passengers became aware of its availability and expected usage. He attributed this to
effective public outreach, including signage along the corridor to inform drivers of the
option.

Abdallah Daboussi, City of Santa Monica Big Blue Bus, inquired about any frequency
increase on the route and the prevalence of impediments on the shoulder. Mr. Daney
clarified that the frequency remained at 15 minutes all day due to various factors, including
operational needs and ridership levels. He then explained the challenges associated with
using the shoulder, emphasizing the strict criteria that must be met, such as traffic
conditions and technological requirements. He also noted that impediments like debris on
the shoulder is infrequent, and agencies like CHP and Caltrans regularly clear major
obstructions.

Joyce Rooney, Chair, asked if the San Diego MTS or CHP tracks inappropriate use of the
shoulder lane and issues citations. Mr. Daney confirmed that CHP issues citations for such
infractions, and the corridor is equipped with cameras monitored by the San Diego
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4.4

Association of Governments (SANDAG) to track violations. He mentioned that while not all
instances result in citations due to limited enforcement presence, statistics on violations
are available.

VCTC Transportation Network Company (TNC) Access for All Program Update

Heather Miller, Ventura County Transportation Commission (VCTC), provided an update
on the Transportation Network Company (TNC) Access for All (AFA) program, established
by the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) to improve accessibility to on-demand
transportation services for persons with disabilities. Under the program, TNCs are required
to collect a $0.10 fee per trip and remit these “Access Funds” to the CPUC for distribution
to approved Local Access Fund Administrators (LAFAs). As Ventura County's AFA, VCTC
allocates these funds to support agencies in implementing on-demand wheelchair
accessible vehicle (WAV) transportation programs throughout the county.

Ms. Miller highlighted two projects selected for funding. Gold Coast Transit District (GCTD)
was awarded funding for additional WAVs to support their GO Now South Oxnard
Microtransit pilot project, and Ventura Transit System received funding for a fare subsidy
program aimed at offering on-demand WAV services countywide, particularly addressing
after-hour gaps. She underscored the ongoing evaluation of program effectiveness
through data collection on passenger demand, trip patterns, and overall service
performance. Despite challenges such as limited funding for future cycles and
administrative costs exceeding limits, Ms. Miller emphasized the program's commitment
to learning from the two pilot projects to better understand the county’s transportation
needs and potentially consolidate paratransit services in the future.

Joyce Rooney, Chair, asked for clarification on GCTD’s pilot program integrating WAVs. Ms.
Miller clarified that GCTD had an existing microtransit plan in South Oxnard and applied
for funding for two WAVs to address ride demand. Additionally, Ms. Rooney asked about
the pilot's duration and reporting requirements. Ms. Miller responded that unlike the FTA,
the CPUC does not mandate reporting on vehicle lifespan but rather focuses on evaluating
the impact of providing resources, such as the number of trips, response times, and the
availability of WAVs.

SCAG Clean Cities Strategic Plan

Roland Ok, SCAG Staff, provided an overview of SCAG’s Clean Cities Strategic Plan, focusing
on the goals and establishment of clean cities coalitions by the U.S. Department of Energy
(DOE) in 1993. These coalitions, including SCAG's Clean Cities Coalition, work towards
promoting affordable, domestic transportation fuels, energy-efficient mobility systems,
and other fuel-saving technologies and practices. Mr. Ok emphasized the importance of
collaboration among stakeholders from various sectors to develop solutions tailored to
local needs. He outlined the SCAG Clean Cities Coalition's responsibilities, including
developing a strategic plan to achieve specific targets for increasing gasoline gallon
equivalent displaced and reducing greenhouse gas emissions annually. The strategic plan
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will address topics such as transitioning to clean transportation, barriers to adoption, and
existing policies and programs. The plan will cover topics such as transitioning to clean
transportation, addressing adoption barriers, and evaluating existing policies and
programs. Additionally, Mr. Ok discussed future initiatives and a tentative schedule for
plan submission and adoption, demonstrating efforts to align with SCAG's Clean
Transportation Technology Policy and Connect SoCal 2024.

Abdallah Daboussi, City of Santa Monica Big Blue Bus, asked if any elements of SCAG’s
Clean Cities Strategic Plan would be mandated or enforced. Mr. Ok clarified that SCAG
does not enforce mandates, but rather focuses on meeting aspirational targets by
leveraging existing work and coordinating with stakeholders. He mentioned that the draft
plan will be accessible in March, with opportunities for feedback before the final version
is presented in April.

STAFF REPORT

Connect SoCal 2024 Updates

Priscilla Freduah-Agyemang, SCAG staff, provided updates on Connect SoCal 2024. She
highlighted key themes from the public comments received, including clarification on High
Quality Transit Corridors (HQTCs), reinforcing the connection between transit and rail,
support for fare integration, and continuous coordination with the California Integrated
Travel Project.

ADJOURNMENT

Joyce Rooney, Chair, adjourned the meeting at 11:29 a.m.
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Southern California Association of Governments

900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700, Los Angeles, CA 90017
Agenda Item No. 4.2

March 27, 2024

To: Regional Transit Technical Advisory Committee (RTTAC)

From: Priscilla Freduah-Agyemang, Senior Regional Planner,
213-236-1973, agyemang@scag.ca.gov

Subject: Regional Transit Operators Forum

DISCUSSION:

This is to remind the RTTAC members of the SCAG regional transit operators’ forum, launched in 2021.
The community forum is a platform for operators to discuss relevant topics related to transit in the
region.

The forum is a discussion space for transit operators in the SCAG region to continue to dialogue and
exchange information, share best practices and receive feedback on transit service planning,
operations, emerging trends and issues, share ideas on future projects, as well as give operators the
opportunity to continue to engage in meaningful discussions and peer-learning experiences on
variety of transit topics.

The membership is made up of the RTTAC members and is limited to agency staff from public
transportation providers in the SCAG region and designees. Other membership to the site will be by
request only, pending approval by SCAG staff. Every RTTAC member should have received an email
with the link to the community.

SCAG wants to ensure the best experience for all members and has included some guidelines for
members of the site. The guidelines include community rules, individual and group discussion
etiquette, and information on privacy.

Please contact Priscilla Freduah-Agyemang, agyemang@scag.ca.gov or 213-236-1973 with any
questions related to the forum. We also welcome any comments/thoughts on how to improve the
site.



mailto:agyemang@scag.ca.gov
mailto:agyemang@scag.ca.gov
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March 7, 2024
To: Joint Meeting of the Policy Committees (JPC) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S

APPROVAL

From: Sarah Dominguez, Planning Supervisor
(213) 236-1918, dominguezs@scag.ca.gov

Subject: Connect SoCal 2024: Recommendation to Approve the Final 2024
Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy
(RTP/SCS)

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Recommend that the Regional Council approve the proposed final 2024 Regional Transportation
Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy, Connect SoCal 2024, the 2023 Federal Transportation
Improvement Program (FTIP) Consistency Amendment #23-26 and the associated proposed final
transportation conformity analysis.

STRATEGIC PLAN:
This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 1: Produce innovative solutions that improve
the quality of life for Southern Californians.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

On November 2, 2023, the SCAG Regional Council approved the draft 2024 RTP/SCS, Connect
SoCal 2024, including the associated draft transportation conformity analysis, for public review
and comment. The public comment period ended on January 12, 2024. This staff report and
associated presentation provides an overview of the comments received by SCAG during the
public review and comment period and the proposed revisions to the draft Plan for consideration
by the Joint Policy Committee.

The staff report also acknowledges process-based feedback that will be considered in future plan
updates and policy issues where divergent viewpoints reflect the need for further focus and
engagement through SCAG’s “continuing, cooperative, and comprehensive” approach to regional
planning.

BACKGROUND:

Every four years, SCAG, as the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the six-county region
of Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, Riverside, Ventura and Imperial, is required by federal law
(23 USCA §134 et seq.) to prepare and update a long-range (minimum of 20 years) Regional
Transportation Plan (RTP) that provides for the development and integrated management and
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operation of transportation systems and facilities that will function as an intermodal transportation
network for the SCAG metropolitan planning area. The process for development of the plan takes
into account all modes of transportation and is accomplished through a “continuing, cooperative
and comprehensive” (the 3 C’s) planning approach, which is also performance-driven and outcome
based. In addition, because the SCAG region is designated as nonattainment or maintenance areas
for ozone, particulate matter (PM10 and PM2.5), or carbon monoxide under the federal Clean Air
Act (42 U.S.C. §7401 et seq.), the Plan must conform to applicable air quality management plan or
state implementation plan in the SCAG region. The passage of California Senate Bill 375 (SB 375) in
2008 requires that SCAG prepare and adopt a Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that sets
forth a forecasted regional development pattern which, when integrated with the transportation
network, measures, and policies, will reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from automobiles
and light duty trucks (Govt. Code §65080(b)(2)(B)).

Over the past three years, SCAG completed many milestones in the development of Connect SoCal,
including but not limited to data collection, research, policy development and outreach. During this
process, SCAG staff discussed elements of Connect SoCal 2024 at over 90 working group or
technical advisory committee meetings. SCAG’s Regional Council and Policy Committees reviewed
over 100 staff reports related to development or specific elements of the Plan and three special
subcommittees provided additional guidance on the policies and strategies for the Plan. SCAG staff
collected key input from local jurisdictions on the Forecasted Regional Development Pattern and
from County Transportation Commissions for the Project List. To engage the public, SCAG held 27
public workshops in the Spring of 2023, partnered with 15 community-based organizations, and
collected over 3,600 unique survey submissions.

On November 2, 2023, the SCAG Regional Council approved the draft 2024 RTP/SCS, Connect SoCal
2024, including the associated draft transportation conformity analysis, for public review and
comment. The public comment period ended on January 12, 2024. During the public review and
comment period, SCAG held 15 elected official briefings and three public hearings®. In total, SCAG
received comment letters or submissions from 53 agencies/organizations and 28 individuals
(including verbal comments at public hearings). These submissions included over 1,800 distinct
comments. A direct response to each comment will be included in the proposed final proposed
Connect SoCal 2024 Public Participation & Consultation Technical Report (See Appendix 1 for list of
commenters.)

SCAG staff are currently in the process of updating the draft Connect SoCal 2024 in response to the
comments received. The proposed final Connect SoCal 2024 will be available at ConnectSoCal.org

! For more details on SCAG’s outreach and engagement during the public review and comment period, see
February 1, 2024 staff report “Connect SoCal 2024: Draft Plan Release Activities”:
https://scag.igm2.com/Citizens/FileOpen.aspx?Type=1&ID=2475&Inline=True#page=26
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on March 28, 2024. In order to provide transparency to the changes between the draft and
proposed final versions of the Plan, the following sections of this staff report summarize the
changes being applied both to highlight the more notable changes and to inventory the changes by
subject matter. Lastly, there were comments received for which direct changes to the Plan were
either not feasible or not appropriate given the need for further discussion or analysis. Those
comments and issues are also detailed in this staff report.

Notable Changes to Connect SoCal 2024

1. Mobility Goal

Based on comments from Caltrans, SCAG staff propose to amend the Mobility goal from “Build and
maintain a robust transportation network” to “Build and maintain an integrated multimodal
transportation network.”

2. Transportation Projects

Detailed in the “Summary of Comments and Response by Category: Project List” section below, a
total of 95 project modifications have been made, most involving updates to cost or schedule.

The proposed final Plan will include three new financially constrained projects:

e San Bernardino County: Reimagining and Reconnecting Route 66 Project, a complete streets
project

e Los Angeles County: Four Commuter Coaches for new High Desert Connector route, a new
intercity route between Antelope and Victor Valleys

e Los Angeles County: Rosemead/Lakewood Boulevard Complete Corridor Plan, a transit
enhancement feasibility study

These revisions, both the project modifications and three additions, have been determined to result
in minor to no impacts on transportation modeling, transportation conformity, financial constraint,
and the PEIR determination.

3. Regional Forecasted Development Pattern

During the Local Data Exchange process during which SCAG collected input on land use data and
growth projections for households and employment, the County of Los Angeles had noted two
regionally significant development projects for which they did not yet have an accurate growth
estimate. During the public review and comment period, the County of Los Angeles Planning
Department provided updated direction on two large development projects located in the North
County planning area of unincorporated Los Angeles County. Based on these updates, SCAG staff
amended the household and employment growth projections for Los Angeles County for the final
proposed Connect SoCal 2024 which then results in a slightly higher population, household and
employment projection for the county and SCAG region. No other changes were made to the draft
Connect SoCal 2024 growth projections or the Forecasted Regional Development Pattern.
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4. Sustainable Communities Strategy Consistency Language

Based on comments requesting standalone Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) consistency
language, SCAG worked with stakeholders to refine and clarify SCAG’s interpretation of consistency
and/or alignment with the SCS as well as the limited role of Transportation Analysis Zone (TAZ)
data. This consistency language will be included within Connect SoCal 2024 in the main document,
the Demographics and Growth Forecast Technical Report, and the Land Use and Communities
Technical Report. For the specific text, please see Appendix 2: Growth Data and Sustainable
Communities Strategy (SCS) Consistency Language.

5. Regional Planning Policies

Commenters requested specific edits to several draft Regional Planning Policies. In Table 1, below,
the text on the left reflects the text as written in the draft Connect SoCal 2024 and the text on the
right reflects the revision for the proposed final Connect SoCal 2024. One policy is being removed
based on the inclusion of the new SCS Consistency language, noted above, which better details the
relationship and applicability of the Forecasted Regional Development Pattern.

Table 1: Regional Planning Policy Changes

Draft Connect SoCal 2024 Proposed Final Connect SoCal 2024

Complete Streets, pg. 114 Ensure the implementation of Complete
Streets that are sensitive to urban, suburban or
rural contexts and improve transportation
safety for all, but especially for vulnerable road
users (e.g., people, especially older adults and

children, pedestrians,—bicyelists,—ete: walking
and biking.)

Ensure the implementation of Complete
Streets that are sensitive to urban, suburban or
rural contexts and improve transportation
safety for all, but especially for vulnerable road
users (e.g., older adults, children, pedestrians,
bicyclists, etc.)

Transit and Multimodal Integration, pg. 114 Create a resilient transportation system by
preparing for emergencies and the impacts of

Create a resilient transit and rail system by o )
extreme-weatherconditions climate change

preparing for emergencies and the impacts of
extreme weather conditions

Safety, pg. 115 Eliminate transportation-related fatalities and
serious injuries (especially those involving
vulnerable road users, such as people,
especially older adults and children, walking
and biking) on the regional multimodal
transportation system.

Eliminate transportation-related fatalities and
serious injuries on the regional multimodal
transportation system

Sustainable Development, pg. 118 This policy is removed.

Implement the Forecasted Regional | Implement——the—Forecasted—Regional
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Development Pattern of Connect SoCal 2024,
consisting of household and employment
projections that have been reviewed and
refined by jurisdictions and stakeholders to
advance this shared framework for regional
growth management planning

Natural and Agricultural Lands Preservation,
pg. 119

Encourage the conservation of agricultural
lands to protect the regional and local food
supply and the agricultural economy

Encourage the conservation and viability of
agricultural lands to protect the regional and
local food supply and the-agricuttural-economy
ensure the sustainability of local agriculture as
a vital part of the region's economy.

Climate Resilience, pg. 119

Support local and regional climate and hazard
planning and implementation efforts

Support local and regional climate and hazard
planning and implementation efforts for
transportation, land use and other factors.

Tourism, pg. 121

Encourage the reduced use of cars by visitors
to the region by working with state, county and
city agencies to highlight and increase access to
alternative options, including transit, passenger
rail and active transportation

Encourage the reduced use of cars by visitors
to the region by working with state, county and
eity—Ilocal agencies (e.g., park services,
transportation _agencies) to highlight and
increase access to alternative options,
including transit, passenger rail and active
transportation

6. Implementation Strategies

Commenters requested specific edits to several draft Implementation Strategies. In the Table 2,
below, the text on the left reflects the text as written in the draft Connect SoCal 2024 and the text
on the right reflects the revision for the proposed final Connect SoCal 2024. Finally, the
Implementation Strategies table will also be updated to acknowledge that the listing of

“Responsible Parties” is not exhaustive.

Table 2: Implementation Strategy Changes

Draft Connect SoCal 2024

Proposed Final Connect SoCal 2024

Transit and Multimodal Integration, pg. 125

Transit/Rail. Through land use planning, build
residential development along high-frequency
transit corridors and around transit/rail

Transit/Rail. Through land use planning, build
support residential development along high-
frequency transit corridors and around
transit/rail facilities and centers
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facilities and centers

Priority Development Areas, pg. 129

Develop housing in areas with existing and
planned infrastructure and availability of
multimodal options, and where a critical mass
of activity can promote location efficiency

Support the development of Bevelep housing
in areas with existing and planned
infrastructure and availability of multimodal
options, and where a critical mass of activity
can promote location efficiency

Natural and Agricultural Lands Preservation,
pg. 132

Work with implementation agencies to
support, establish or supplement regional
advance mitigation programs (RAMP) for
regionally significant transportation projects to
mitigate environmental impacts, reduce per-
capita VMT and provide mitigation
opportunities through the Intergovernmental
Review Process

Work with implementation agencies to
support, establish or supplement voluntary
regional advance mitigation programs (RAMP)
for regionally significant  transportation
projects to mitigate environmental impacts,
reduce per-capita VMT and provide mitigation
opportunities through the Intergovernmental
Review Process

Natural and Agricultural Lands Preservation,
pg. 132

Support the integration of nature-based
solutions into implementing agency plans to
address urban heat, organic waste reduction,
habitat and wildlife corridor restoration,
greenway connectivity and similar efforts

Support the integration of nature-based
solutions into implementing agency plans to
address urban heat, organic waste reduction,
protection of wetlands, habitat and wildlife
corridor restoration, greenway connectivity
and similar efforts

Climate Resilience, pg. 132

Support implementing agencies' efforts to
include climate-ready home-hardening
strategies in housing construction to minimize
the potential loss of housing units stemming
from climate-related hazards

Support implementing agencies' efforts to
include climate-ready home-hardening
strategies in housing construction as well as
retrofitting of existing structures to minimize
the potential loss of housing units stemming
from climate-related hazards

Climate Resilience, pg. 133

Support implementing agencies' efforts to
include climate-ready home-hardening
strategies in housing construction to minimize
the potential loss of housing units stemming
from climate-related hazards

Support implementing agencies' efforts to
include climate-ready home-hardening
strategies in new construction as well as the
retrofitting of existing structures to minimize
the potential loss of housing units stemming
from climate related hazards
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Broadband, pg. 134

Promote the use of a regional or statewide
universal permit, ordinance and fee for
expedited broadband, EV charging and Smart
Cities infrastructure deployment

Promote the use of a regional or statewide
universal permit, ordinance and fee for
expedited broadband;,—EV—charging and Smart
Cities infrastructure deployment

Universal Basic Mobility, pg. 135

Continue to develop an understanding of low-
income travel patterns and needs, and the
impact of shocks (e.g., COVID and telework

Continue to develop an understanding of low-
income travel patterns and needs, and the
impact of shocks (e.g.,, €OVB pandemic
response and telework adoption) on low-

adoption) on low-income travel

income travel

Workforce Development, pg. 135

Encourage the growth of, and equitable access
family-supporting jobs throughout the

to,
region

Encourage the growth of, and equitable access

to, family-supporting living-wage  jobs

throughout the region

7.

Modeling Enhancements and Improvements
Transportation Model

The SCAG transportation model has been enhanced to better accommodate the changes of
future transit route patterns outlined in LA Metro’s NextGen bus plan (starting from 2025).
Furthermore, the model has been augmented through the integration of a commuter rail
access variable, aimed at more precisely capturing the improvements in service resulting
from Metrolink’s Southern California Optimized Rail Expansion (SCORE) capital
improvement program. This enhancement has resulted in an increase in transit boarding as
well as the transit share, which correlates with the corresponding infrastructure
enhancements, specifically the increase in revenue miles of transit services.

Scenario Planning Model

The Scenario Planning Model (SPM) has been updated with an increased coverage of
agricultural land that is consistent with important farmland areas determined by the
Department of Conservation Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program. In addition, SPM
has been enhanced with updated development density data that better aligns with the
Regional Planning Policies and regional growth vision. This update has fine-tuned the
estimated benefits of our plan on conservation opportunities and ecosystems.

Model Input Changes and Updates

e Auto Operating Cost - SCAG updated auto operating cost calculation based on new
data and assumptions commented from the California Air Resources Board (CARB).
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e Bike Lane Density - SCAG updated the variable using bikeway data received from the
Local Data Exchange (LDX) process.

e Highway network — SCAG updated highway networks based on inputs from County
Transportation Commissions (CTCs)

e Ontario Airport Passenger Forecast — SCAG updated 2050 passenger forecast for
Ontario international Airport (ONT) using Million Annual Passengers (MAP) received
from their submitted public comment.

Summary of Comments and Response by Category

SCAG staff reviewed and responded to all comments received. For each comment, staff assessed if
any revision to the draft Connect SoCal 2024 was necessary and/or appropriate. Some comments
could be addressed or clarified within the response itself. In general, most comments sought
clarification or minor revisions to the draft text which have been applied. The sections below
outline the comments and proposed revision approach for the main document and all Technical
Reports, followed by a discussion of outstanding comments.

Connect SoCal 2024: Main Document

a. Comments and Areas Seeking Clarification: Comments were focused on adding
clarification text to descriptions of content and process, including the insertion of
additional terms or language to better describe a topic. Several additions to the
Glossary were requested along with clarification of acronyms used. Several requests
were made by agencies to highlight other completed projects in Chapter 2.

b. Proposed Revision Approach: SCAG will make text clarifications throughout the
document as requested. The SCAG logo has been added to maps as requested. SCAG
applied updates to add or clarify original data sources in tables, charts and maps as
applicable. Several Regional Planning Policies and Implementation Strategies will be
updated, as described in Tables 1 and 2 above.

Connect SoCal 2024: Technical Reports
1. Auviation and Airport Ground Access

a. Comments and Areas Seeking Clarification: Most of the comments received were
proofreading in nature (e.g., extra commas, spelling errors, redundant text,
confusing text) but there were some comments that provided corrected or updated
information (e.g., clarification on FAA programs, updated Ontario International
Airport forecast).
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b. Proposed Revision Approach: SCAG has updated the narrative text, including figures

and tables to reflect the proofreading comments and updated or corrected
information.

2. Congestion Management

a.

Comments and Areas Seeking Clarification: Comments requested clarification
regarding multiple strategies. For example, one comment sought clarification on the
purpose of supporting the development of Transportation Management
Agencies/Organizations. Another comment requested more detail on SCAG’s
planned leadership in planning for Connected and Autonomous Vehicles (CAV),
while another asked that clarifying language be added to note that park and ride lots
supporting carpooling and vanpooling may evolve to function as mobility hubs.
Multiple comments expressed concern regarding the potential for expanded
roadways and highways and faster speeds and corresponding negative impacts (e.g.,
more fatalities). Other comments requested clarifying language be added in
reference to Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA)’s congestion
management efforts. Finally, a couple of comments requested clarification on the
Plan’s performance measures.

Proposed Revision Approach: SCAG added clarifying language to note that park and
ride lots supporting carpooling and vanpooling may evolve to function as mobility
hubs. SCAG applied multiple revisions to reflect OCTA’s congestion management
efforts more accurately. SCAG also updated Map 1: Top 100 Bottlenecks to improve
clarity.

3. Demographics and Growth Forecast

a.

Comments and Areas Seeking Clarification: Some comments requested more
information regarding the region’s growth outlook and its implications for housing,
transportation, and other performance measures. These centered on the region’s
recent population decline, out-migration, and working-from-home, which are
discussed in this technical report as key factors considered in forecasting. Some
comments related to the yearlong Local Data Exchange (LDX) process whereby
growth input was sought from local jurisdictions. Given the December 2022 LDX
input deadline—which serves as a de facto ‘effective date’ for local input into the
plan—the only changes that could be accommodated at this stage were specific
follow-ups provided by local jurisdictions to data previously submitted prior to the
deadline. As the regional plan process is ongoing, additional information such as
recent specific plan approvals or other new information affecting future growth can
be accommodated in future updates of the RTP/SCS.
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b. Proposed Revision Approach: SCAG made clarifications regarding the growth
forecasting process, the manner in which certain societal changes are captured or
reflected in future projections, and minor stylistic improvements. Two large
development projects in unincorporated Los Angeles County are the only instances
in which household or employment growth projections were changed—this new
information results in a slightly higher population, household, and employment
projection for the county and SCAG region. These changes were presented to SCAG’s
Technical Working Group on February 15, 2024. The relationship between small-
area growth forecast data and Connect SoCal 2024 policies and strategies was also
described in its own section—stating, among other things, that fine-scaled data are
intended to illustrate the plan’s policies and strategies and to facilitate modeling but
are not binding.

4. Economic Impact Analysis

a. Comments and Areas Seeking Clarification: Comments asked for clarification and
made stylistic suggestions. In addition, comments requested more explicit citing of
data sources and clearer labels in figures.

b. Proposed Revision Approach: SCAG incorporated all suggestions made by the
commenter into the technical report and added clarifying language to address the
guestions raised in the comments.

5. Equity Analysis

a. Comments and Areas Seeking Clarification: Comments included several questions,
suggestions, and corrections to clarify definitions, sources, and analysis. Some
comments requested clarification on the purpose and methodology of developing
Priority Equity Communities and suggested improvements to the visualizations that
helped describe them. Additional context on equity, including an expanded
discussion of policies, was suggested in both the Equity Analysis Technical Report
and in the Main Book.

b. Proposed Revision Approach: SCAG made text clarifications and corrections
throughout the document as requested. SCAG revised several figures and tables for
consistency and clarity. SCAG added more context on equity, Title VI, and Senate Bill
1000 to the report. Additionally, SCAG revised Priority Equity Communities to
correct a calculation error and use the same High Quality Transit Corridors used in
the rest of the Plan.

6. Goods Movement

a. Comments and Areas Seeking Clarification: Comments included numerous
guestions, suggestions, and corrections to clarify goods movement analysis,
definitions, and sources for multiple technical report sections, and involving maps,
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tables, and figures. Comments also suggested modifications to the goods movement
project list information. Additionally, some comments focused specifically on
community challenges associated with goods movement impacts. SCAG addressed
some of the comments by providing further clarification directly within the response
and/or provided additional study, project, or program information for further
reference.

b. Proposed Revision Approach: SCAG incorporated many of the questions,
suggestions, and proposed corrections made by each commenter into the technical
report, through clarifying language, and/or updated maps, tables, and figures and
source and goods movement project list information.

7. Housing

a. Comments and Areas Seeking Clarification: Most comments received included
clarification on data sources, definitions, word usage, grammar, and punctuation.
Additional comments sought consistent data regarding race/ethnicity with other
reports, understanding how communities of concern address homelessness and
preservations of existing affordable housing strategies.

b. Proposed Revision Approach: SCAG made text clarifications throughout the report to
address comments and provide further analysis. SCAG edited several definitions
used in the technical report and the main document for clarification.

8. Land Use and Communities

a. Comments and Areas Seeking Clarification: Most comments received included
recommendations on additional study areas or use of specific datasets (e.g.
projected sea level rise), clarification on data sources, definitions, phrasing,
grammar. Several comments had questions on projected outcomes for
conservation, habitat, water, farmlands and their alignment with the themes,
Regional Planning Policies and Implementation Strategies featured in Connect SoCal
2024,

b. Proposed Revision Approach: SCAG added additional text throughout the report to
clarify the use of specific datasets and their respective definitions. SCAG updated
projected outcomes for conservation, habitat, water, and farmlands using revised
model inputs (e.g. updated growth projections) and refined technical methods.

9. Mobility, by Chapter

a. Transit/Rail

i. Comments and Areas Seeking Clarification: Comments requested
clarifications regarding maps (e.g., year of source data, updating transit
information) and miles of light/heavy rail, and revision of transit/rail project

Packet Pg. 28



yost
Highlight


opening dates. Comments requested that SCAG define transit safety events,
and further describe strategies to encourage seamless connections across
modes. Comments requested that SCAG provide examples of how it would
support transit/rail policy and planning, and to better describe Metrolink’s
efforts to adapt its operations to meet changing customer needs. Comments
also requested that SCAG reference the impact of the Olympic Games in
2028. Comments requested that SCAG revise transportation-related policies
to better reflect how they support addressing climate change. Comments
requested clarification on High Quality Transit Corridors (HQTCs) and
connections to existing transit service. Comments requested clarification on
the methodology used to develop Transit Asset Management (TAM) targets
and connection to California’s transit zero emission mandate. Comments
sought clarification on SCAG’s efforts towards better transit through bus
lanes and transit priority treatments.

Proposed Revision Approach: SCAG applied updates to maps and clarified
the miles of light/heavy rail along with transit/rail opening dates. SCAG
provided a definition for transit safety events based on the National Transit
Database Safety and Security Reporting Manual. SCAG described strategies
to support more seamless connections across modes such as first/last mile
projects and Mobility as a Service (Maas). SCAG described its work on the
newly formed statewide Transit Transformation Task Force as a way to
support transit/rail policy and planning. SCAG described Metrolink’s efforts
to adapt to changing customer needs. Though planning for the Olympics is
still in its early stages, SCAG referenced their potential impact. SCAG revised
the text of multiple policies to include more specific references to climate
change.

b. Active Transportation

Comments and Areas Seeking Clarification: Most of the comments were
wordsmithing in nature (e.g., rephrasing and reiterating/referencing details
mentioned in other sections of the technical report). Some comments
provided updated information (e.g., adding the Interregional Transportation
Strategic Plan as a State guidance document and adding two plans for
Orange County).

Proposed Revision Approach: SCAG updated the narrative text, including
figures and tables to reflect the wordsmithing comments and additional
information.
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C.

d.

Streets and Freeways

i. Comments and Areas Seeking Clarification: Comments requested
clarifications for figures and tables (e.g., delays and declining infrastructure
figures) and for additional information on certain sections (e.g., speed
strategies). Other comments requested map edits to improve clarity (e.g.,
Functional Road Classification).

ii. Proposed Revision Approach: SCAG applied updates to the relevant figures
and tables, provided additional clarification within the sections identified
through comments, and updated maps to reflect Functional Road
Classification based on Caltrans’ definitions.

Clean Technology

i. Comments and Areas Seeking Clarification: The feedback received was
positive and acknowledged SCAG's involvement in advancing clean
transportation technology. Comments emphasized the importance of
maintaining technological neutrality in clean transportation and ensuring
equitable access to technology such as broadband and clean transportation.

ii. Proposed Revision Approach: SCAG addressed most comments through
clarification provided in the responses. In terms of revisions, SCAG added
more information on the zero-emission charging/fueling infrastructure
needed to meet state mandates. SCAG identified specific barriers to the
adoption of clean technology, drawing from the Clean Transportation
Technology Compendium. SCAG also added to the list of Other Responsible
Parties for the Clean Transportation implementation strategies.

10. Performance Monitoring

a.

Comments and Areas Seeking Clarification: Comments received related to the
Connect SoCal 2024 performance assessment and monitoring program consisted
primarily of requests for clarification and minor edits to the narrative accompanying
some of the graphics. For example, there were requests for clarification language in
the draft Performance Monitoring Technical Report to present the housing crisis as
being a statewide issue, rather than only applying to Southern California and the
SCAG region. Other clarification requests included an explanation of the difference
between the use of the terms “percent” and “percentage points” in presenting the
differential results of the Plan performance analysis, and a request to include the
descriptor “miles” in the performance measures table to indicate the quantitative
unit used to report average trip distance. Another comment sought clarification on
the difference between the regional performance assessment results presented as
“co-benefits” and those featured as Plan performance measures. The Connect SoCal
performance measures are a specified set of modeled metrics used to quantitatively
assess the ability of Connect SoCal to meet the regional goals defined in the Plan.
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These measures are then tracked over time through ongoing regional performance
monitoring. Co-benefits refer to additional modeled performance outcomes related
to the implementation of Connect SoCal that are also supportive of regional goals
but are not necessarily included among the Plan’s designated set of performance
measures. It is important to note that neither the Plan performance measures nor
the co-benefits constitute specific performance targets in of themselves. For
example, the co-benefit of land conservation does not constitute a numerical limit
on development but rather compares the Plan development pattern to this historic
baseline of development. Other comments received related to the presentation of
the Plan overall rather than specific to any particular element, including an assertion
that the presentation of statistics in the Plan may be perceived as being one-sided or
skewed to present a more positive spin on regional progress. Other comments
included a suggestion that post-pandemic changes in regional travel behavior be
presented in more detail in the Plan, and a request that the impacts of potential
project or funding delays be included in the Plan assessment process.

Proposed Revision Approach: SCAG will accommodate most requested edits and
clarifications to the text. SCAG will also update the Federal System Performance
Report section of the Performance Monitoring Technical Report with more recently
available information on the status of the new federal GHG emissions reduction
performance measure. Based on feedback from CARB, SCAG removed Electric
Vehicle Incentives and Co-working from the list of quantified greenhouse gas
reduction strategies. The removal of this quantification designation does not impact
related Regional Strategic Investments, Regional Planning Policies or
Implementation Strategies—it only impacts how SCAG quantifies Connect SoCal’s
GHG emission reductions per SB 375.

11. Project List

a.

Comments and Areas Seeking Clarification: Public comments received on the Project
List Technical Report involved corrections to scope, schedule, project cost, lead
agency, and various changes to financially unconstrained projects in Table 3. Three
new financially constrained projects were included from public comment, which did
not involve increases to highway capacity.

Proposed Revision Approach SCAG revised the project list introduction to elaborate
on how SCAG determines regional significance. SCAG made approximately 95
project modifications. Most project revisions involved updates to cost or schedule,
which in part was due to recent FTIP amendments that came after the draft was
prepared. Three new financially constrained projects were included in the final from
public comments. These included a complete streets project in San Bernardino
County, an intercity bus route in the Antelope Valley region, and a complete corridor
transit study in Los Angeles County. The remaining updates were minor corrections
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such as lead agency updates or the removal of duplicate project entries. Separately
from the 95 project modifications, SCAG applied 32 project revisions on the
unconstrained project list in Table 3. The revisions applied per public comment or
internal review were determined to result in minor to no impacts on transportation
modeling, transportation conformity, financial constraint and the PEIR
determination.

12. Public Participation and Consultation

a.

Comments and Areas Seeking Clarification: Comments received sought clarification
on SCAG's survey responses, further detail on SCAG’s engagement strategy review
and evaluation, and noted the need for collaboration with community members.

Proposed Revision Approach: SCAG updated the survey respondent data to reflect
3,600 total unique individual survey forms were submitted with over 50 percent of
respondents who provided demographic information noting Los Angeles County as
their location. SCAG added content to this technical report to reflect the public
participation and consultation activities that occurred since the release of the draft
Connect SoCal 2024 in November 2023.

13. Transportation Conformity Analysis

a.

Comments and Areas Seeking Clarification: Most comments requested further
enhancements to the reporting and documentation of the transportation
conformity analysis for Connect SoCal 2024 to better demonstrate compliance with
federal transportation conformity regulations. Some comments requested updated
information on nonattainment or maintenance area designations for the applicable
criteria pollutants in the SCAG region. Furthermore, some comments requested
references to other technical reports of Connect SoCal 2024.

Proposed Revision Approach: SCAG incorporated additional documentation,
updated information, and references as appropriate.

14. Transportation Finance

a.

Comments and Areas Seeking Clarification: Most of the comments were
proofreading in nature (e.g., spelling errors, redundant text, confusing text) but
there were some comments that provided corrected or updated information (e.g.,
the opening of the I-405 express lanes in Orange County).

Proposed Revision Approach: SCAG updated the narrative text and figures to reflect
the proofreading comments and updated or clarified information. Note, updates to
the Project List and revenue data inputs from comments and stakeholder feedback
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may have impacts to the overall financial summary. This potential change will be
reflected in the final proposed Connect SoCal 2024.

15. Travel and Tourism

a. Comments and Areas Seeking Clarification: Most of the comments were
proofreading in nature (e.g., extra commas, spelling errors, redundant text,
confusing text) but there were some comments that provided corrected or updated
information (e.g., additional text to emphasize bike and walking travel options to
travel/tourist destinations).

b. Proposed Revision Approach: The narrative text has been updated to reflect the
proofreading comments and updated or corrected information.

Summary of Outstanding Comments

There were comments received for which changes or additions to the Plan were requested but
are not going to be applied. A number of these comments requested additional data that SCAG
does not have available or further analysis that SCAG staff would not be able to compl