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PM Conformity Hot Spot Analysis 
Project Summary Form for Interagency Consultation 

 
 
The purpose of this form is to provide sufficient information to allow the Transportation 
Conformity Working Group (TCWG) to determine if a project requires a project-level PM hot 
spot analysis pursuant to Federal Conformity Regulations. 

The form is not required under the following circumstances: 
1. The project sponsor determines that a project-level PM hot spot analysis is required or 

otherwise elects to perform the analysis; or  
2. The project does not require a project-level PM hot spot analysis since it: 

a. Is exempt pursuant to 40 CFR 93.126; or 
b. Is a traffic signal synchronization project under 40 CFR 93.128; or 
c. Uses no Federal funds AND requires no Federal approval; or 
d. Is located in a Federal PM attainment area (note: PM10 and PM2.5 areas 

differ). 

Projects other than those listed above may or may not need a project-level PM hot spot 
analysis depending on whether it is considered a "Project of Air Quality Concern" (POAQC), 
and should be brought before the TCWG for a determination.   

It is the responsibility of the project sponsor to ensure that the form is filled out completely and 
provides a sufficient level of detail for the TCWG to make an informed decision on whether or 
not a project requires a project-level PM hot spot analysis.  For example, the TCWG will be 
reviewing the effects of the project, and thus part of the required information includes build/no 
build traffic data.  It is also the responsibility of the project sponsor to ensure a representative 
is available to discuss the project at the TCWG meeting if necessary. 

 
Instructions: 
1) Fill out form in its entirety.  Enter information in gray input fields. 
2) Be sure to include FTIP ID#.  See http://www.scag.ca.gov/ftip/index.htm if necessary. 
3) Submit completed form to your local Transportation Commission who will submit it 
to the MPO. Caltrans projects can be submitted by Caltrans District representatives. 

 

The TCWG meets the fourth Tuesday of each month at SCAG Headquarters, 818 W. 7th 
Street, 12th Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90017.  Participation is also available via teleconference.  
Call (213) 236-1800 prior to meeting to get the call-in number and pass-code. 

Forms must be submitted by the second Tuesday of the month to be considered at that 
month’s TCWG meeting.   

http://www.scag.ca.gov/ftip/index.htm


 ii February 26, 2013 

REFERENCE 
Criteria for Projects of Air Quality Concern (40 CFR 93.123(b)) – PM10 and PM2.5 Hot 
Spots 
 

(i) New highway projects that have a significant number of diesel vehicles, and expanded 
highway projects that have a significant increase in the number of diesel vehicles;  

(ii) Projects affecting intersections that are at Level-of-Service D, E, or F with a significant 
number of diesel vehicles, or those that will change to Level-of-Service D, E, or F 
because of increased traffic volumes from a significant number of diesel vehicles 
related to the project;  

(iii) New bus and rail terminals and transfer points that have a significant number of diesel 
vehicles congregating at a single location;  

(iv) Expanded bus and rail terminals and transfer points that significantly increase the 
number of diesel vehicles congregating at a single location; and  

(v) Projects in or affecting locations, areas, or categories of sites which are identified in 
the PM10 or PM2.5 applicable implementation plan or implementation plan 
submission, as appropriate, as sites of violation or possible violation. 

 
 
Links to more information: 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/conform.htm  
http://www.epa.gov/otaq/stateresources/transconf/index.htm  
 

 

 
TABLE 1 

Type of Project 
• New state highway 
• Change to existing state highway 
• New regionally significant street 
• Change to existing regionally significant street 
• New interchange 
• Reconfigure existing interchange 
• Intersection channelization 
• Intersection signalization 
• Roadway realignment 
• Bus, rail, or inter-modal facility/terminal/transfer point 
• Truck weight/inspection station 
• At or affects location identified in the SIP as a site of actual or possible violation 

of NAAQS 
 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/conform.htm
http://www.epa.gov/otaq/stateresources/transconf/index.htm
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FTIP ID# (required) LATP21MPO104 
 
TCWG Consideration Date: March 26, 2024 

Project Description (clearly describe project):  

The City of Los Angeles (City/Los Angeles), in cooperation with the California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans), proposes to provide safety improvements and connections for pedestrians 
and bicyclists to neighborhood parks, cultural sites, and two major Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (LA Metro) planned transit projects along a 3.25-mile corridor of Sepulveda 
Boulevard and 0.5-mile corridor of Brand Boulevard via the Mission Mile Sepulveda Project (Active 
Transportation Program [ATP] Cycle 5) (project). The project is located entirely in the San Fernando 
Valley neighborhoods of North Hills East and Mission Hills in the City of Los Angeles, Los Angeles 
County. The project area limits are completely within the public right of way (ROW) along Sepulveda 
Boulevard between Rayen Street and Rinaldi Street, and along Brand Boulevard between Sepulveda 
Boulevard and its terminus point 500 feet east of Stranwood Avenue. The project is broken into five 
segments, which are delineated based on variations between the existing conditions in each area of 
Sepulveda Boulevard, and proposed ATP improvements: 1) Sepulveda Boulevard South Segment, from 
Rayen Street to Devonshire Street; 2) Sepulveda Boulevard Central Segment, from Devonshire Street 
to Brand Boulevard; 3) Sepulveda Boulevard North Segment, from Brand Boulevard to Rinaldi Street; 4) 
Brand Boulevard Slip Lane , Brand Boulevard at Sepulveda Boulevard; and 5) Brand Boulevard, from 
Sepulveda Boulevard to its terminus point 500 feet east of Stranwood Avenue. 

The project will result in the transformation of Sepulveda Boulevard to enhance safety, provide a 
greener environment, and provide a more active community for all ages by incorporating innovative 
active transportation treatments along the corridor (specific improvements to each segment are 
described in further detail below). These treatments include reducing Sepulveda Boulevard to a 4-lane 
roadway from Rayen Street to Devonshire Street and from Devonshire Street to Chatsworth Street by 
widening the existing median and constructing a new Class I bicycle path and meandering pedestrian 
pathway within the median. The project also includes reducing Sepulveda Boulevard to a 4-lane 
roadway through the Sepulveda Boulevard Undercrossing from Chatworth Street to the SR-118 
westbound ramp intersection and constructing new striped Class IV protected bicycle lanes. From the 
SR-118 westbound ramp intersection to Rinaldi Street the project would include the reduction of 
Sepulveda Boulevard to a 4-lane roadway and construction of new striped Class IV protected bicycle 
lanes. 

The project will include striping improvements along the existing right turn slip lane from northbound 
Sepulveda Boulevard to eastbound Brand Boulevard. Improving sidewalks, driveways, handicap curb 
access ramps, and providing curb extensions, bus bulb outs and islands, median refuge, and high 
visibility crosswalks to meet current ADA standards along Sepulveda Boulevard from Rayen Street to 
Bermuda Street and along Sepulveda Boulevard from Stranwood Avenue to Rinaldi Street. 

The project also includes modification of eleven existing signalized intersections and the installation of 
new signals at the intersection of Sepulveda Boulevard and Bermuda Street. Four intersections, 
Sepulveda Boulevard and Superior Street, Sepulveda Boulevard and Mayall Street, Sepulveda 
Boulevard and Lemarsh Street, and Sepulveda Boulevard and San Jose Street, would be modified with 
new High-Intensity Activated Crosswalk (HAWK) pedestrian signals. A mid-block location along 
Sepulveda Boulevard between Nordhoff Street and Tupper Street would also be modified with a new 
HAWK pedestrian signal.  
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The project includes the addition of median and parkway trees and landscaping elements, and the 
construction of community paths, fencing, pedestrian lighting, wayfinding signage, and community 
gathering spaces within the new and improved median along Sepulveda Boulevard (in the South and 
Central Segments, from Rayen Street to Chatsworth Street). It also includes adding benches, 
pedestrian lighting, transit amenities, and improvements to existing street lighting systems along 
Sepulveda Boulevard from Chatsworth Street and Bermuda Street and along Sepulveda Boulevard 
from Stranwood Avenue to Rinaldi Street. 

Sepulveda Boulevard South Segment (from Rayen Street to Devonshire Street). The project would 
merge and expand existing medians to accommodate bike facilities and pedestrian improvements. 
Sepulveda Boulevard would be reduced to a 4-lane roadway and the existing median would be widened 
to include a new Class I bicycle path and meandering pedestrian pathway. Four new HAWK pedestrian 
signals would be installed at the intersections of Sepulveda Boulevard and Superior Street, Sepulveda 
Boulevard and Mayall Street, Sepulveda Boulevard and Lemarsh Street, and mid-block on Sepulveda 
Boulevard between Nordhoff Street and Tupper Street. 

Sepulveda Boulevard Central Segment (from Devonshire Street to Brand Boulevard). The project 
would integrate a new pedestrian path and dedicated bike facility along the expanded median. 
Sepulveda Boulevard would be reduced to a 4-lane roadway from Devonshire Street to Chatsworth 
Street and a raised median would be constructed to include a new Class I bicycle path and meandering 
pedestrian pathway. Sepulveda Boulevard, through the Undercrossing from Chatworth Street to Brand 
Boulevard, would be reduced to a 4-lane roadway and new Class IV protected bicycle lanes would be 
added. The Class IV protected bicycle lanes would be pavement striping only along Sepulveda 
Boulevard from Bermuda Street to Brand Boulevard. One new HAWK pedestrian signal would be 
installed at the intersection of Sepulveda Boulevard and San Jose St. Finally, new signals would be 
installed at Sepulveda Boulevard and Bermuda Street. 

Sepulveda Boulevard North Segment (from Brand Boulevard to Rinaldi Street). The project would 
incorporate a dedicated bike facility on each side of the corridor. Sepulveda Boulevard would be 
reduced to a 4-lane roadway from Brand Blvd to Rinaldi St and new Class IV protected bicycle lanes 
would be added. The Class IV protected bicycle lanes would be pavement striping only along 
Sepulveda Boulevard from Brand Boulevard and Stranwood Avenue. 

Brand Boulevard Slip Lane (Brand Boulevard at Sepulveda Boulevard). The project would restripe 
the existing right turn slip lane from northbound Sepulveda Boulevard to eastbound Brand Boulevard to 
realign the lane perpendicular to Sepulveda Boulevard to improve circulation and the safety of the 
existing pedestrian crossing. 

Brand Boulevard. The project would improve striping on Brand Boulevard from Sepulveda Boulevard 
to a point 500 feet east of Stranwood Avenue. 

The project is listed in the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) 2023 Federal 
Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) Amendment 23-03. The project location maps are 
included in Attachment A, Regional Location, Attachment B, Project Location, Attachment C, Segment 
1, Attachment D, Segment 2, Attachment E, Segment 3, Attachment F, Segment 4, Attachment G, 
Segment 5, and Attachment H, Nearby Land Uses. The FTIP Project Listing is included as Attachment 
I. 
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Type of Project (use Table 1 on instruction sheet) 
Change to existing regionally significant street. 

County 
Los Angeles 

Narrative Location/Route & Postmiles: City of Los Angeles, CA. Sepulveda 
Boulevard 
Caltrans Projects – EA#: NA 

Lead Agency: City of Los Angeles 
Contact Person 
Prashant Konareddy 

Phone# 
213-887-1097

Email 
Prashant.konareddy@lacity.org 

Hot Spot Pollutant of Concern (check one or both)   PM2.5 X  PM10 X 

Federal Action for which Project-Level PM Conformity is Needed (check appropriate box) 

X 
Categorical 
Exclusion 
(NEPA) 

EA or 
Draft EIS 

FONSI or Final 
EIS 

PS&E or 
Construction Other 

Scheduled Date of Federal Action:  2024 
NEPA Assignment – Project Type (check appropriate box) 

Exempt X Section 326 –Categorical
Exemption  

Section 327 – Non-
Categorical Exemption 

Current Programming Dates (as appropriate) 
PE/Environmental ENG ROW CON 

Start 2023 2024 N/A 2026 
End 2024 2026 N/A 2028 

Project Purpose and Need (Summary): 

Project Purpose 
The purpose of the proposed project is to enhance safety for all corridor users, increase use of active 
modes of transportation, enhance community spaces, and increase connectivity. 
Sepulveda Boulevard between Rayen Street and Rinaldi Street experiences reduced operations, and 
the existing deficiencies have resulted in a high number of pedestrian and bicycle related collisions. 
Sepulveda Boulevard serves as a bypass route and access point for Interstate 405 (I-405) and State 
Route 118 (SR-118), which brings high-speed freeway traffic to the local community thus increasing cut-
through congestion and driver behaviors that reduce safety for non-motorized users. The existing 
conditions of Sepulveda Boulevard prioritize motorized vehicles and its wide ROW, uncontrolled median 
openings, limited crossing points, missing bicycle facilities, and aged pedestrian infrastructure create 
additional barriers making it difficult for non-motorized users to choose safe travel options. The lack of 
landscaping and community park space along the corridor also reduces appeal and creates heat islands 
due to the lack of shade. 



PM Conformity Hot Spot Analysis – Project Summary for Interagency Consultation 

Version 5.0      February 26, 2013 

Project Need 
There are 28 schools and 16 disadvantaged communities that are located either completely or partially 
within a one-mile radius of the corridor, which rely on non-motorized options to access school, 
shopping, places of employment, and transit for commuting. The proposed improvements are needed to 
transform the way the community experiences their corridor, and to enhance safety in the corridor for 
children, seniors, and persons with disabilities that are most affected by these conditions. 

Surrounding Land Use/Traffic Generators (especially effect on diesel traffic) 
Existing land uses located in the vicinity of the project site consist of a mix of single family residential, 
muti-family residential, commercial, industrial, public facilities and open spaces (See Attachment H). 
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Opening Year:  Build and No Build LOS, AADT, % and #  trucks, truck AADT of proposed facility  
Opening year (2028) No-Build and Build average annual daily traffic (AADT), % truck, vehicle miles traveled (VMT), and speeds for affected 
roadway segments are presented below. Under No-Build conditions, AADT ranges from approximately 12,500 to 37,000 with approximately 1 
% in both medium heavy-duty (MHD) and heavy heavy-duty (HHD) trucks. VMT ranges from approximately 5,000 to 8,500. Under Build 
conditions, AADT ranges from approximately 12,500 to 34,500 with approximately 1 % in both MHD and HHD trucks. VMT ranges from 
approximately 5,000 to 7,000. Level of service (LOS) for opening year (2028) traffic conditions are discussed in the next section of this 
document. 

Table 2. Summary of Opening Year (2028) No-Build and Build Traffic Conditions 
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RTP Horizon Year / Design Year:  Build and No Build LOS, AADT, % and # trucks, truck AADT of proposed facility 
Design year (2045) No-Build and Build AADT, % truck, VMT, and speeds for affected roadway segments are presented below. Under No-Build 
conditions, AADT ranges from approximately 16,000 to 40,500 with approximately 1 % in MHD and 1 % to 2 % HHD trucks. VMT ranges from 
approximately 5,500 to 9,500. Under Build conditions, AADT ranges from approximately 14,000 to 27,500 with approximately 1 % in MHD and 1 
% to 3 % HHD trucks. VMT ranges from approximately 5,000 to 7,000. LOS for design year (2045) traffic conditions are discussed in the next 
section of this document. 

Table 3. Summary of Design Year (2045) No-Build and Build Traffic Conditions 
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Opening Year:  If facility is an interchange(s) or intersection(s), Build and No Build cross-street AADT, % and #  trucks, truck AADT 
The proposed project is a bicycle and pedestrian facilities project. Intersection LOS and vehicle delay for opening year (2028) conditions are 
noted below. 

Table 4. Summary of Opening Year (2028) No-Build Intersection Conditions 
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Table 5. Summary of Opening Year (2028) Build Intersection Conditions 
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RTP Horizon Year / Design Year: If facility is an interchange (s) or intersection(s), Build and No Build cross-street AADT, % and # trucks, truck AADT 
The proposed project is a bicycle and pedestrian facilities project. Intersection LOS and vehicle delay for opening year (2028) conditions are 
noted below. 

Table 6. Summary of Design Year (2045) No-Build Intersection Conditions 
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Table 7. Summary of Design Year (2045) Build Intersection Conditions 
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Describe potential traffic redistribution effects of congestion relief (impact on other facilities) 
The proposed improvements are needed to transform the way the community experiences their corridor, 
and to enhance safety in the corridor for children, seniors, and persons with disabilities that are most 
affected by these conditions. 

Comments/Explanation/Details (attach additional sheets as necessary) 
The proposed project is not a Project of Air Quality Concern (POAQC) because the project does not 
meet the following criteria: 
 

1. New highway projects that have a significant number of diesel vehicles, and expanded 
highway projects that have a significant increase in the number of diesel vehicles. 

• The project is not a new highway nor would the project result in a significant increase in 
the number of diesel vehicles. 

2. Projects affecting intersections that are at level –of –service (LOS) D, E, or F with a 
significant number of diesel vehicles or those that will change to LOS D, E, or F because 
of increased traffic volumes from a significant number of diesel vehicles related to the 
project. 

• The project does not have a significant amount of diesel vehicles (1% to 3 %) and 
would not deteriorate LOS due to a significant increase in the number of diesel vehicles.  

3. New bus and rail terminals and transfer points that have a significant number of diesel 
vehicles congregating at a single location. 

• The project is not a new bus or rail terminal project. 

4. Expanded bus and rail terminals and transfer points that significantly increase the 
number of diesel vehicles congregating at a single location. 

• The project is not an expansion to an existing bus or rail terminal project. 

5. Projects in or affecting locations, areas, or categories of sites that are identified in the 
PM2.5- or PM10-applicable implementation plan or implementation plan submission, as 
appropriate, as sites of violation or possible violation. 

• The project is not located in an area identified in applicable PM attainment plans.  

The proposed project would not affect a major highway or expressway that serves a significant volume 
of diesel truck traffic, such as facilities with greater than 125,000 AADT of which 8 percent or more is 
heavy-duty diesel truck traffic. For this reason and the reasons noted above, the project would not be 
considered a POAQC. 
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ATTACHMENT A. MISSION MILE SEPULVEDA PROJECT REGIONAL LOCATION 
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ATTACHMENT B. MISSION MILE SEPULVEDA PROJECT LOCATION 
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ATTACHMENT C. MISSION MILE SEPULVEDA PROJECT AREA (SEGMENT 1) 
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ATTACHMENT D. MISSION MILE SEPULVEDA PROJECT AREA (SEGMENT 2) 
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ATTACHMENT E. MISSION MILE SEPULVEDA PROJECT AREA (SEGMENT 3) 
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ATTACHMENT F. MISSION MILE SEPULVEDA PROJECT AREA (SEGMENT 4) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



PM Conformity Hot Spot Analysis – Project Summary for Interagency Consultation 

Version 5.0      February 26, 2013 

ATTACHMENT G. MISSION MILE SEPULVEDA PROJECT AREA (SEGMENT 5) 
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ATTACHMENT H. MISSION MILE SEPULVEDA PROJECT AREA NEARBY LAND USES 
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ATTACHMENT I. FTIP PROJECT LISTING 
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